
Based on the best-selling book by beloved
Christian author Janette Oke, Love’s
Enduring Promise continues the story of
Clark and Marty Davis, a pioneer couple,
caught in a "marriage of convenience" that
over time turned into deep mutual respect
and love. In this sequel, they now preside
over a growing family in their little prairie
house. But as they reach out to those in their
frontier community, they discover that love
is not limited by the size of a dwelling.

This free discussion guide draws out the
themes in the film, touching on such
important topics as relationships, marriage,
parenting, prayer, forgiveness, and others.
Each topic is complete with thought-
provoking questions, related scriptures, and
helpful lessons, making this guide perfect
for small group leaders, Sunday school
teachers, and pastors are looking for a great
way to get their group talking.

To supplement the lessons, clips from the
movie have been chosen and are offered as
a visual aid. These clips are available for
download at www.foxfaith.com or may be
shown through a specially made DVD that
you can request at the same website. These
clips and the guide, used in Sunday school
classes, other small groups, or by parents,
will provide you with the opportunity to
discuss situations that a child may experience
as they journey toward adulthood.

For more information and additional Church
resource material, go to www.foxfaith.com.
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As a pastor or Bible study leader,
you’re very careful about the media
you recommend to your congrega-
tion or discussion groups. Fortunately,
Love’s Enduring Promise is a film you can
discuss without reservation. Uplifting,
family-friendly, and heartwarming,
Love’s Enduring Promise was created by
people who care as much about
preserving innocence in our enter-
tainment as you do.

Janette Oke
A pioneer in inspirational fiction,
Janette Oke is the leading author in
the category today. Following the
success of her first novel Love Comes
Softly, she released the sequel Love’s
Enduring Promise. She has sold
nearly 20 million copies of her 75
books worldwide and helped pioneer
the “prairie romance” as a viable
genre of Christian fiction.

Michael Landon, Jr.
Son of the famous star of Little House
on the Prairie and Bonanza, he’s also the
director, and co-writer of the film.

The Hallmark Channel
Love’s Enduring Promise was produced
for this enter-taining, family-friendly
network. Since it originally aired,
Love’s Enduring Promise has received a
CAMIE (Character and Morality in
Entertainment) Award for being
an “uplifting motion picture that
provides a positive influence for
good” and the film is also nominated
for an Epiphany Award for most
Inspirational Television program.

Dale Midkiff is nominated for a
Grace Award for his portrayal of
Clark Davis.

Love’s Enduring Promise has also attracted
good reviews. Christianity Today
said it was, “warm and filled with life
and light” and Moviepicks called it
“an inspiring movie…one of the best
of the year”.

As proclaimed, Love’s Enduring Promise
is a tender, heart-warming film for
the entire family, created from the
immensely popular best-selling book
series by Janet Oke. This sequel to
Love Comes Softly finds the Davis family
a few years older and happily settled
into family life with their two young
sons and Clark’s daughter, Missie.

As with most American pioneers of
the West, Clark and Marty know that
raising crops for a successful harvest
means everything to their survival.
But, when tragedy strikes Clark
through an unfortunate accident,
the Davis household faces some of
its most difficult challenges. Not only
do they have to deal with the
daunting task of planting the crops
without the only family member who
can adequately perform the labor,
but also they must live with the
fear that Clark may die.

In the midst of this hardship at
home, Missie, who is a devoted
schoolteacher, copes with a different
type of ordeal – finding true love.
While her heart ponders the com-
plexity of relationships, she discovers
her future as she chooses between

The way this relationship begins is
by responding to God’s loving
kindness, to leave our wrongful ways
and seek Jesus as your Lord and
Savior. By receiving God’s gift (Jesus
Christ) to us, we are able to enter
into an everlasting relationship, a
relationship that will allow you
to see God’s enduring promise.

Have you entered into this
enduring relationship that
gives us the promise that one
day, “He will wipe away all
our tears?” If not, one of the
counselors provided will help
you in this process.

About the Film



God’s Enduring Promise

Clip: God’s Enduring Promise
The night before when eating dinner
together, Clark thanked God for
providing Willie to help the Davis’
in their distress. Willie wants to
know more about this promise that
Clark spoke about so he asks Missie
to help him understand.

LESSON TO LEARN:
In life no two days are alike. Every
day is different. However it is
reassuring to know that there is one
thing that will not change and that
is God. God lived out hessed in the
person of Jesus Christ in order to pay
our debt of sin so we might enjoy
this loving relationship for all eternity.
(Read John 3:16-17 & Ephesians 2:8-9)

Hessed carries with it the idea of
mercy, in that God reaches out to
man to initiate a relationship with
man that he did not deserve. It also
has the meaning of faithfulness over
a lifetime. Lastly, God often incor-
porates this love to families. So when
the writers speak of God’s love in
these passages, they mean God’s
merciful loving kindness for all
eternity to mankind and their families.

Questions:

What do you learn about God
from these verses and this film?
Why would this knowledge of the
meaning of this word be helpful in
following God and living life?
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This guide is an easy-to-use way to
kick start interesting discussions
within your small group, and it works
without any of your members having
seen the film. However, it is
recommended that you announce
your intentions of using the film
clips ahead of time. For example,
the week before you intend to have
a clip-oriented discussion, you might
show the film trailer (included with
the clips) to your group or congre-
gation and let them know that you
will incorporate it into your
discussion the following week (or
the next time you meet). This will
allow your members the opportunity
to view the film themselves (rent or
purchase) if they so desire.

Discussions:

In an effort to help you reinforce
the themes and messages of Love
Comes Softly, we have chosen
clips from the film that you can
show to your group. These clips
can be downloaded online at
www.foxfaith.com or shown through
a specially made DVD that you can
request at the same website. These
clips are followed up with questions
and scripture. These questions
should draw your group members
into a conversation about what they
have just seen. It is not necessary to
tackle these topics in a row, or all in
one night. If you would prefer to
just cover one or two, feel free. It’s
all up to you.

a dashing railroad heir from back
east and a mysterious stranger with
a troubled past. Through it all,
Missie comes to realize what is truly
important as the Davis’ experience
God’s faithful loving-kindness while
they meet the challenges in life and
relationships.

Love’s Enduring Promise is a great film
for all ages. It provides many oppor-
tunities to discuss problems and
concerns a family or individual might
face in their lifetime. The film
touches on several different topics,
making it ideal not only as enter-
tainment, but also as a conversation
starter. Relationships, parenting,
coping with grief, prayer, and God’s
loving kindness--these and other
topics are addressed in the movie,
which is why we’ve created this
Leader’s Guide. With this booklet
you or any other leader can utilize
the messages in Love’s Enduring Promise
as a group discussion tool. College
and career, singles’ groups, other
small groups; there are a variety of
people in the church congregation
that can benefit from the lessons in
Love’s Enduring Promise.

The lessons are supplemented by
clips from the movie you’ve either
received or downloaded online.
These clips were specifically selected
to help you set the tone and furnish
the context for your discussion or
Bible study. There are also suggested
scriptures for your group to study
in-depth, and we’ve provided several
discussion-provoking questions
based on the different scenes.



First of all, you will introduce the
discussion by saying something like:
“Tonight we are going to talk about
(topic i.e. Relationships, Trials,
Prayer, etc.) We have some scenes
from a movie called Love’s Enduring
Promise that we are going to look at
and then analyze to see what we
can learn from them.”

Next, give a brief overview of the
film. Then, have your group
members read the provided bible
verses. After that, roll the clip(s) you
decide to use. Once the clip plays,
open the floor up for discussion
using the questions we have
provided, or use some of your own.
To finish, you can close the sessions
by giving the brief “Lesson to Learn”
provided at the end of the topic.

NOTE: Since some of your group members
have likely not seen the film, it is a good
idea to provide them with the context of the
clip before watching it. This can be found
in the italicized text that precedes the scripture
reference for the particular clip.

 Please keep in mind that you do
not have to get through all the clips
in order to have a successful
discussion. Also, you do not need
to sacrifice a good conversation to
finish the scenes. As we mentioned
above, discussion times go best when
you allow freedom, but still provide
the framework that will point to
lessons in God’s word.

Relationships/Marriage

Clip: Missie and Marty
After an enchanting encounter with
Grant, Missie shares with Marty
details of this delightful event. Marty
then talks with Missie about the
principle that has guided her in her
decision-making process for a future
helpmate. “God has written His own
story for you and it’s not the feelings
of your heart that it should be based
upon rather thoughts of your heart
you need to hear.”

Questions:

Missie is very excited about Grant,
as he fits many of the character traits
she has read about. He is charming,
handsome, rich, and respectful.
Missie has many feelings that he
might be, ‘Mr. Right.’ Has there been
a time in your life that you thought
God had brought the ‘right’ person
into your life?  What did you learn
through that situation?
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Read Isaiah 55:8-9 “For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways,” declares the
Lord. “As the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.” 
Why is it important to realize
God has a bigger plan in store for
us than what we may perceive?

Read Proverbs 3:5-6. Reflecting on
the promises of God in the verses
you just read, how do they enable
you to trust God when faced with
difficult issues? In what does God
want you to trust Him?

LESSON TO LEARN:
God’s purpose to the events that
happen in our life is often very
mysterious. One minute we may
be at our wit’s end and a short time
later we experience a peace that
knows no bounds. Though this
world can seem out of control and
without purpose, God wants us to
know that He is in total control. He
also wants us to know that there is
no issue so big that he cannot forgive
and reconcile. All the while, he is
moving mankind through history
toward His redemptive and
gloriously good purpose.

God’s Loving Kindness

Clip: No more tears
Missie and Willie are leaving for
a new life together. The family
struggles to say goodbye, but
goodbyes are inevitable. As they
part, we are reminded again of
God’s faithful promise. 

Read Psalm 86:15 & 89:1. The big
theme that we see conveyed in Love’s
Enduring Promise is God’s love toward
the Davis family. In the two passages
we read, we hear the psalmist’ joy
and praise over God’s loving nature.
The word the psalmist writers chose
to describe this love is the Hebrew
word, hessed. Hessed is often
translated as love or loving kindness;
however those words are inadequate
in describing its total meaning.
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Marty warns Missie of the decep-
tion of feelings. How have feelings
deceived you in a dating relationship?
What lessons did you learn?

Read Proverbs 16:9 “In his heart a
man plans his course, but the Lord
determines his steps.” Jeremiah 10:23
“I know, O Lord, that a man’s life is
not his own; it is not for man to
direct his steps.” Why are these
verses an important reminder?

Marty ultimately points Missie to
the true guide of determining the
‘right’ person. How can a person
know they are following God’s plan
in a dating relationship?

LESSON TO LEARN:
Trusting someone can be a danger-
ous thing, because we often do not
know if they will let us down or not.
However, the same is not true with
God. He wants us to trust Him.
Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not on

your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge Him and He will
make your path straight.” By trusting
God for His best for us, we free
ourselves from all the worries and
pressures that accompany the dating
world. In addition, we open
ourselves up to being amazed at his
wondrous provision.

Clip: Grant’s proposal to Missie
Some dates are better than others,
and for a young woman like Missie,
her date with Grant was beyond her
wildest dreams. Upon arriving at his
tent, Grant communicates how
strong his desire is to make Missie
his wife. When asked by Missie what
his dream is for them, Grant talks
about a life far different from the
life she knows.

What was it about Grant’s vision
for their future life that caused Missie
to choose not to proceed further?

Grant had many admirable traits
and resources; he was courteous,
respectful, wealthy, knowledgeable,
and a gentleman. How had those
traits impacted his thinking about
himself and others?

In the story we have seen many
aspects of Missie’s character; giving
up her lunch, serving her family,
caring for her brothers, and now
standing true to her principles. What
is character, and how important is
character in preparing for a future
marriage?
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LESSON TO LEARN:
Hebrews 11:6 “Without prayer it
would be impossible to please God,
because anyone who comes to Him
must believe that He exists and that
He rewards those who earnestly seek
Him.” For the believer, prayer is an
essential, not only to get us through
troubling times but a means to
express our faith in God. Taking
time to pray daily may seem too
time-consuming. However, what we
usually find is a peace that ‘surpasses
understanding’ and a joy in knowing
we are pleasing our Father, as we
seek Him in prayer. Seek to find a
time regularly when you can spend
time with your Father in prayer.

Forgiveness & Trials

Clip: Willie shares his
disappointment to Clark

As we have seen throughout the
movie, trials are a reality of life.
Some are more difficult than others.
We will all face them. Why does a
loving God allow trials in our life?
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Read James 1:2-4 & Romans 5:3-5.
What do these passages teach us of
God’s overall purpose in trials that
happen to us? What do trials teach
us about God?

After wrestling with the dilemma of
whether or not he will speak to his
father, Willie has decided to take
Clark’s advice to do so. Unfortu-
nately, things do not turn out as
Willie had hoped. Willie now faces
the confusion of trying to find
meaning in his Father’s decision.

Questions:

In this scene Willie pursues peace.
Romans 12:18 says “If it is possible,
as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone.” Why is it
important to pursue peace and
reconciliation?

For Willie and his Dad, the trial
they faced with the loss of their
brother/son was very painful and
difficult. Sometimes trials do not
always end with a ‘happy’ story, due
to sin and/or evil. Are we to conclude
that God has forgotten us or does
not care? Read Romans 8:28. What
can we learn about this passage when
things do not go, as we want?

Willie was discouraged and
understandably so, when his father
rejected his initial attempt at
reconciliation. Nevertheless, God
used this circumstance to deal with
the real issue of forgiving himself.



specifically sites Willie as God’s
providence for them.

Read Philippians 4:6-7. Throughout
the movie, prayer has been a promin-
ent theme and example. Prayer is
the means for mankind to commun-
icate to God their heartfelt concerns.
It is also the way that God can
provide peace in the midst of a
troubled time. The Davis family
provides a wonderful example of
a family committed to prayer.

Questions:

How did God answer the Davis
family prayers? What do we learn
from this family about prayer and
their relationship to God?    

1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “Give
thanks in all circumstances, for this
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
The Davis family certainly gave God
thanks for their lives, their situations,
and their work. Why do you think
it is important to give God thanks
in all circumstances? What does
giving thanks in all circumstances
communicate to God?

As Missie realized her love for
Willie, what did she have to recon-
cile within her own heart? What
desires did Missie have to give up?
What did she gain?

In any marriage relationship we
cannot have everything we would
like in a person. Missie says this
when she reminds herself not to
despise, “meager beginnings.” In
choosing Willie, Missie found God’s
best for her. What blessings did
God give to Willie and Missie in
waiting for God’s best for them?

LESSON TO LEARN:
The old adage, “You can’t always get
what you want, but you just might
find that you get what you need,” is
true. However, the adage seems to
communicate adequacy rather than
blessing. For Missie, her refusal of
Grant and her acceptance of Willie
gave her more than just a faithful
husband. She had a man that pos-
sessed deep character, the kind that
will make for a fantastic marriage.
(Read Ephesians 5:25-28) We need not
regret God’s choice for us, because
in the end it is the best for us.

Prayer

Clip: Dad giving thanks to God
for his provision in Nate
Clark has recovered from his wound
because of the help he received from
Willie, and now the Davis family
gathers to celebrate the passing of
the fever with a special meal. Clark
thanks God for all his blessings and

LESSON TO LEARN:
The future of relationships can be
difficult to discern, especially when
we have to decide between two
people. However, often times we
get more concerned in finding that
special person then being that
special person. One relationship
expert gave the following advice,
“Do not spend all the time looking
for that special someone, instead
seek to be that special someone.
Learn from God’s word what the
excellent wife is (Proverbs 30:10-31)
or the excellent man (1 Corinthians
16:13-14 & Micah 6:8) and seek to be

that person. Then, when you do
find Mr. or Mrs. Right they

will find you.” By focusing
your energies on being the
right person versus finding
the right person, you free
yourself up from the pres-
sure of performance.

Then, you can rest
in waiting for God’s
best as you move

through life.

Clip: Confirmation at
the Schoolhouse
God used the events of
meeting the Davis family
to reconcile Nate’s prev-
ious life as Willie. In an
effort to communicate his
thanks to Missie for her
family’s help, Missie realizes
the character of Nate, and
her love for him. However,
she is somewhat torn with
her personal desires and

God’s plan for her.
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