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Using This Discussion Guide
Intended for use after viewing the film, this study guide provides catalysts for biblically based 
discussion of various themes found in The Story of David. The guide features three themes
from the movie and is structured in such a way that groups can choose to discuss the entire 
guide at once or can focus on one or two themes at a time.
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Film Overview/Note to Group
Part One: David and King Saul
In the first half of this two-part biopic, a young shepherd named David (played by Timothy Bottoms) rises in rank 
and power under the watchful eye of King Saul (Anthony Quayle). Whether playing music to alleviate Saul’s
torment, defeating Goliath in the name of Yahweh or leading Saul’s military as “Captain of a Thousand,” David 
faithfully serves Saul for years out of a deeply rooted passion for Yahweh and a commitment to the anointed king 
of Israel. However, as David’s success and fame increase among the people, Saul’s jealousy and bitterness increase as 
well. After an attempt on his life, David flees to the mountains where he commands an ever-growing army of
marginalized men from surrounding areas. When Saul and his son, Jonathan (Oded Teumi), die in battle at the 
hands of the Philistines, David ascends to the throne of Judah. 

Part Two: David the King
Once Joab (Norman Rodway) dispenses of Abner (Brian Blessed) and secures both Jerusalem and the throne of Israel 
for David (Keith Michell), the second half of the movie becomes an intimate character study, exploring the personal 
and spiritual struggles that David faces as well as the difficult lessons he learns along the journey. After many years of 
Yahweh’s abundant blessing upon his reign, David stumbles. He enters into an adulterous relationship with
Bathsheba, covering sin with sin until the prophet Nathan speaks on Yahweh’s behalf. Several years later, as David 
struggles to maintain control over his household, Amnon’s sexual immorality toward Tamar goes unchecked,
compelling Absalom to seek revenge for his sister’s rape. During Absalom’s revolt, David’s kingdom is thrown into 
chaos and David himself is eventually exiled. After Absalom’s death, David resumes his reign and ultimately names 
Solomon his successor. 



GUIDING SCRIPTURE: PSALM 27:1 (NIV):
“The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid?”

SCRIPTURES REFERENCED
•  Joshua 1:9 (NIV): “Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God 
 will be with you wherever you go.”
•  1 Samuel 17:32 (NIV): “David said to Saul, ‘Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will 
 go and fight him.’”
•  1 Samuel 17:37 (NIV): “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will 
 deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”
•  1 Chronicles 16:11 (NIV): “Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always.”
•  Psalm 18:3 (NIV): “I call to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.”
•  Psalm 27:1 (NIV): “The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 
 my life – of whom shall I be afraid?”
•  Psalm 78:70–72 (NIV): “He chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens; from tending the sheep 
 he brought him to be the shepherd of his people Jacob, of Israel his inheritance. And David shepherded them 
 with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them.”
•  Isaiah 41:10 (NIV): “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen  
    you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
•  Philippians 4:13 (NIV): “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”



Scenes to Review
•  A Shepherd’s Task (00:00:50–00:02:30, Chapter 1)
•  Goliath’s Challenge (00:24:03–00:27:40, Chapter 4)
•  David and Goliath (00:27:4–00:34:52, Chapter 4)

Discussion Questions
David remains one of the most respected kings in Israel’s history, and his courageous heart is a big part of the reason 
why. His renowned fortitude is developed at a young age when, as a shepherd for his father’s sheep, he often faces 
perilous circumstances in the pasturelands. The time spent on these challenging training grounds, though, only 
serves to prepare David for his greater call: leading God’s inheritance, Israel (Psalm 78:70–72, see 
Scriptures Referenced).



Scene to Review: A Shepherd’s Task (00:00:50–00:02:30, Chapter 1)
•  Why does the movie open with this scene? Is it significant that the story begins at this particular moment in 
 David’s life? Why or why not?
•  How does this opening scene help establish David’s character? What do we learn about him from this brief 
 glimpse into his life?
•  What does David’s interaction with the lion say about his courage?
•  How might David’s experiences as a shepherd prepare him for leadership?

Take a moment to read Psalm 18:3 and Psalm 27:1 (see Scriptures Referenced),
two verses recorded by King David himself.
•  What do these Psalms reveal about the source of David’s courage and strength?
•  When David says, “The Lord is the stronghold of my life,” what does he mean? How does the Lord being a 
 stronghold relate to David’s courage?

One of the events that defines David’s life and epitomizes his courage is the epic confrontation with Goliath. 
As the Israelite army shamefully struggles to find a warrior worthy of defeating the dreaded Philistine, 
David sees a magnificent opportunity to honor Yahweh and rid the Israelites of this daunting foe. 

Scene to Review: Goliath’s Challenge (00:24:03–00:27:40, Chapter 4)
•  In this scene, how does David react to the information about Goliath? What do his facial expressions and 
 body language convey?
•  How are Goliath’s taunts an insult to David, the Israelites and Yahweh?
•  Why do Saul and his men fear Goliath? What danger does he represent?
•  Think about your own experiences in light of this scene. Have you ever faced something imminent and 
 overwhelming? What happened?

Read Joshua 1:9 and Isaiah 41:10 (see Scriptures Referenced).
•  What do these verses say about courage? 
•  God makes several promises in these passages. As you look back and locate the different promises we can claim, 
 what are your thoughts? 

After witnessing the offensive behavior of Goliath of Gath, David tactfully appeals to Saul for a chance to silence the 
adversary. What follows is a “finest hour” moment for David, a moment ultimately credited to Yahweh for providing 
the young shepherd with the courage and strength to stand against the enemy. 



Scene to Review: David and Goliath (00:27:41–00:34:52, Chapter 4)
•  How does David show courage throughout this scene? Can you point to specific examples of courage and strength 
 as David speaks to Saul or fights with Goliath?
•  What aspects of shepherding relate directly to David’s situation with Goliath? How has his training prepared him 
 for the battle? Read 1 Samuel 17:37 (see Scriptures Referenced) for David’s opinion on the matter.
•  Read 1 Samuel 17:32 (see Scriptures Referenced). What does this verse say about David’s courage, about his 
 willingness to place himself in harm’s way?
•  How does David’s courage against Goliath help to define him as a leader? 
•  When he steps onto the field to face Goliath, David says, “You come with a spear, Philistine, but I come with 
 the name of the Lord of Hosts: Yahweh.” Based on this statement, what element is imperative to David’s courage?

David’s courage serves him well as he establishes himself within Saul’s administration. His courage also prepares 
him for his appointment to the throne of Israel, and to a tremendously important leadership position. With that in 
mind, read 1 Chronicles 16:11 and Philippians 4:13 (see Scriptures Referenced) and discuss the following:

•  What do these verses say about courage? About leadership?
•  Take some time to think about your own definition of courage. What does courage mean to you? 
 How is it displayed? 
•  Is courage an important characteristic for a leader to possess? Does it make a difference if a leader acts in a truly 
 courageous manner? Why or why not?

As you conclude this theme discussion, consider other verses that apply to the idea of courage, strength 
and leadership. Consider, too, other ways that David demonstrates these traits throughout his remarkable life.



GUIDING SCRIPTURE: MATTHEW 22:37 (NIV):
“Jesus replied, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest commandment.”

SCRIPTURES REFERENCED
•  Deuteronomy 7:9 (NIV): “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his 
 covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.”
•  2 Samuel 6:14–15 (NIV): “David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the Lord with all his might, while he and 
 the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the sound of trumpets.”
•  2 Samuel 6:21–22 (NIV): “I will celebrate before the Lord. I will become even more undignified than this, 
 and I will be humiliated in my own eyes.”
•  Psalm 16:2 (NIV): “I said to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.’”
•  Psalm 31:23–24 (NIV): “Love the Lord, all his saints! The Lord preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays 
 back in full. Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.”
•  Proverbs 3:3 (NIV): “Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them 
 on the tablet of your heart.”
•  Matthew 22:37 (NIV): “Jesus replied, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
 with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.”
•  Acts 13:22 (NIV): “After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: ‘I have found 
 David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’”
•  Hebrews 11:6 (NIV): “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 
 believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”
•  Hebrews 12:28–29 (NIV): “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, 
 and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’”



Scenes to Review
•  A Sleeping Saul (01:11:49–01:18:02, Chapter 9)
•  David Dances in Jerusalem (02:00:47–02:06:12, Chapter 16)
•  David’s Prayer (02:07:45–02:11:53, Chapter 16)

Discussion Questions
It’s difficult to study nearly any aspect of David’s life without acknowledging his deep faith in and reverence for God. 
Certainly, David’s faith falters at times, but his passion for Yahweh emerges as an important model for believers.
It makes sense, then, to see David’s faith tracks all over the Bible, whether it’s his legacy in the Samuels or his poetic 
verse in the Psalms. God even mentions that David is a man after his own heart (Acts 13:22, see Scriptures
Referenced) and biblical history is a testament to his faith.

One of the ways that David shows his reverence for God is by wholly respecting Saul as God’s anointed king of
Israel. Even after God himself rejects Saul as king, David waits for Yahweh to physically remove Saul from the 
throne. While it may not have been the popular decision among David’s men, it was a decision born out of
immense reverence.

Scene to Review: A Sleeping Saul (01:11:49–01:18:02, Chapter 9)
•  Why does David prevent Joab from killing Saul? Why does David insist that his own hand will have nothing to do 
 with dethroning Saul? 
•  Take some time to discuss the nature of David and Saul’s relationship. How does David’s reverence for Yahweh 
 add to the relationship’s complexity?
•  Saul does little more than utter David’s name along with the phrase, “My son.” What does Saul’s response say 
 about his feelings for David?
•  Trace the emotional journey of David in this scene. How does his countenance change as he speaks to Abner and 
 then Saul? How does the scene end?
•  What are your thoughts on David’s decision to allow Yahweh to deal with Saul? Do you think David is right to 
 wait for God to act? Why or why not? 

Read Psalm 31:23–24 and Hebrews 12:28–29 (see Scriptures Referenced).
•  How do these verses relate to David’s situation with Saul? What kind of hope do these passages offer to those who
 are struggling?
•  What do the verses say about having a reverence for God?

Another inspiring aspect of David’s faith is his willingness to humble himself for God’s glorification. In a memorable 
scene, David dances his way through Jerusalem alongside the Ark of the Covenant (2 Samuel 6:14–15, see Scriptures 
Referenced), unwilling to let his status and reputation as king prevent him from worshipping before his God.



Scene to Review: David Dances in Jerusalem
(02:00:47–02:06:12, Chapter 16)
•  Why might David feel compelled to dance? What about this moment in Israel’s history merits David’s unusual 
 (for a king) response?
•  Why does Michal rebuke David? What do you think of her admonishment? Is she right to speak to David this 
 way? Why or why not?

In response to Michal’s scolding, David says, “If Yahweh calls me, I will be more vile than that in your eyes” 
(2 Samuel 6:21–22, see Scriptures Referenced). 

•  What are your thoughts on David’s willingness to worship with no consideration as to the cost of his 
 own reputation?
•  How can David’s reverence for God and readiness to worship inspire believers? Is David’s deep faith relevant to 
 our modern society? If so, how?
•  How might David’s faith example be implemented in your own life? Or perhaps you strive to live out this 
 reverence – if so, can you give an example?

Read Psalm 16:2 (see Scriptures Referenced), a verse penned by David.
•  How does this verse help to explain David’s passion for God?
•  What would it look like if people truly believed that no good thing existed apart from God? 
 What kind of difference would it make in our lives and societies?

After Michal’s confrontation, David enters into Yahweh’s presence. At first, his prayer is suspicious and distant, but 
quickly develops into a plea for Yahweh’s mercy and continued blessing upon the house of David. Even during rough 
patches – the kind where David might question his kingship – his faith compels him to his knees. 



Scene to Review: David’s Prayer (02:07:45–02:11:53, Chapter 16)
•  How does the mood of David’s prayer change as the scene progresses? Describe, too, David’s emotional arc   
 through the course of the prayer.
•  At one point, David says, “Who am I, Lord, that you have brought me thus far?” How does this humility relate to 
 David’s faith?
•  What does David’s posture (i.e., face down on the ground) at the end of the scene reveal about his respect and 
 reverence for God?
•  What kind of lessons can be drawn from David’s eagerness to spend time in God’s presence and overall desire to 
 please God?

As you conclude this theme discussion, take some time to read Deuteronomy 7:9, Proverbs 3:3 and Hebrews 11:6 
(see Scriptures Referenced). Consider how these verses demonstrate the importance of a strong faith and a reverence 
for God.



GUIDING SCRIPTURE: ROMANS 6:23 (NIV):
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.”

SCRIPTURES REFERENCED
•  2 Samuel 11:26–27 (NIV): “When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 
 After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him 
 a son. But the thing David had done displeased the Lord.”
•  2 Samuel 12:13–14 (NIV): “Then David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the Lord.’ Nathan replied, 
 ‘The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. But because by doing this you have made the 
 enemies of the Lord show utter contempt, the son born to you will die.’”
•  Psalm 37:23–24 (NIV): “If the Lord delights in a man’s way, he makes his steps firm; though he stumble, 
 he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand.”
•  Psalm 40:12 (NIV): “For troubles without number surround me; my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see. 
 They are more than the hairs of my head, and my heart fails within me.”
•  Proverbs 3:11–12 (NIV): “My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the 
 Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.”
•  Proverbs 28:13 (NIV): “He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them
 finds mercy.”
•  Romans 6:23 (NIV): “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.”
•  Titus 1:15–16 (NIV): “To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe,
 nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. They claim to know God, but by their 
 actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.”



•  Hebrews 12:1 (NIV): “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
 everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 
 marked out for us.”
•  2 Timothy 2:13 (NIV): “If we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.”

Scenes to Review
•  David and Bathsheba (02:22:42–02:26:53, Chapter 18)
•  Meeting with Uriah (02:29:57–02:32:13, Chapter 19)
•  Nathan’s Visit (02:37:13–02:42:05, Chapter 20)

Discussion Questions
Although David is a cherished biblical figure and a great man of faith, he is by no means perfect. In the same way 
that many of David’s successes are recorded for posterity, several of his mistakes are documented as well. 

•  Why do you think David’s sins are recorded in the Bible? What might be the purpose in having documentation 
 of his mistakes?

At times, it doesn’t take much to cause a person to stumble into the ugliness of sin. In David’s case, one of the most 
notorious chapters in his life begins with a simple glance at a neighboring rooftop. Little does David know that the 
momentary temptation will give way to adultery, deception, and murder – and little does he suspect the enduring 
consequences of this tryst not only for himself, but also for those around him.  

Scene to Review: David and Bathsheba (02:22:42–02:26:53, Chapter 18)
•  Take some time to think about David’s reactions in this scene. How does he respond to the pregnancy news? 
 How does he respond to the adultery dilemma?
•  Does it ever seem to cross David’s mind to repent of his actions? He does mention the priests at one point, 
 but in reference to what other issue?
•  How does the idea of the entanglement of sin apply in this situation? In what ways has David been caught in 
 sin’s web?
•  What is Bathsheba’s goal in this scene? What is she hoping to accomplish as she expounds on each of the 
 conflicts they now face?

Read Titus 1:15–16 (see Scriptures Referenced).
•  How might this verse apply to David as he continues in his sin? 
•  Have his mind and conscience been corrupted? Why or why not? Is it a permanent corruption? Is there hope  
 for a return to purity?

Instead of repenting and making things right, David decides to take matters into his own hands. By doing so, he 
begins down a treacherous path of covering sin with sin, expanding its hold on his life. It’s no wonder that the writer 
of Hebrews penned the phrase, “the sin that so easily entangles” (12:1, see Scriptures Referenced).



Scene to Review: Meeting with Uriah (02:29:57–02:32:13, Chapter 19)
•  What do you think of Uriah’s character? How would you describe him?

The biblical account of this scene does not go into detail concerning Yahweh’s law. The movie, though, posits that 
Uriah is a God-fearing man whose desire it is to cling to the laws of Yahweh. The film scene creates a stark contrast 
between the two men.

•  Based on the movie, what is David’s state of mind as he discusses Yahweh’s law with Uriah? Does David show 
 respect for the law?
•  How has David and Bathsheba’s sin impacted Uriah, even unbeknownst to the Hittite? What does that say about 
 sin’s reach?

Read Psalm 40:12, Proverbs 28:13 and Romans 6:23 (see Scriptures Referenced).
•  What do these verses say about the nature of sin? What kind of characteristics does each verse attribute to sin?
•  How does sin entangle so quickly and efficiently? Why is it so difficult to set ourselves on the repentant path once 
 we’ve embarked on a sinful one?

After Uriah is killed in battle at David’s command, David takes Bathsheba for his wife and she gives birth to a son. 
The Bible clearly states that God is not pleased with David’s actions (2 Samuel 11:26–27, see Scriptures Referenced), 
and subsequently uses the prophet Nathan to speak to David’s unrepentant heart.

Scene to Review: Nathan’s Visit (02:37:13–02:42:05, Chapter 20)
•  How does David not understand that Nathan’s “ewe lamb” case is a direct parallel to David’s own life? 
 What causes this kind of blindness?
•  When David finally repents (2 Samuel 12:13–14, see Scriptures Referenced), how does Yahweh, speaking through 
 Nathan, respond?
•  What is the consequence of David’s sin? Looking back on his entire relationship with Bathsheba, what have been 
 the other consequences of David’s behavior?
•  Using David’s experience with Bathsheba as an example, why is sin so dangerous? Why does our involvement with 
 sin become a horrible snare?
•  Can you remember a time in your own life when sin grew exponentially? What did it feel like to be burdened with 
 the knowledge and consequence of sin?

Even though David’s encounter with Bathsheba proves to be a dark time in his life, there is a wonderful and blessed 
lesson in the midst of the darkness: God is faithful to forgive. When someone earnestly turns to God with a
repentant spirit, the sin is taken away.

As you conclude this theme discussion, take time to read these powerful verses: Psalm 37:23–24, Proverbs 3:11–12
and 2 Timothy 2:13 (see Scriptures Referenced). Keeping the passages in mind, consider God’s  
response to the problem and entanglement of sin. Consider, too, his consistent offer 
that remains the only solution to sin’s snare.



Final Thoughts
•  Discuss the role of the prophets (Samuel, Nathan) in the movie. What purpose do they serve? Can you imagine
 what it would be like to live in the time of biblical prophets? Can you think of any examples of 
 modern-day prophets?
•  Abigail is a woman credited with great wisdom. How does she show her wisdom first as Nabal’s saving grace and 
 then later as David’s wife?
•  The story of David and Jonathan’s friendship is truly an inspiring one. How does the movie portray their great 
 respect and love for each other?
•  What are your thoughts on the events that occur concerning Amnon, Tamar and Absalom? What is David’s part 
 in the ordeal? 
•  The movie was filmed on location in Jerusalem – how does this backdrop add to the authenticity of the movie on 
 the whole? What other aspects of filmmaking (soundtrack, cinematography, editing, etc.) draw your attention?



This two-part story of the life of King David begins with his legendary battle with the giant Goliath,
and ends with his romance with Bathsheba and struggle to preserve Israel.

The story of David is a legendary saga of a man after God’s own heart.
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