


About the Television Series
Christy is based on the beloved best-
selling novel by Catherine Marshall. 
The TV series, which aired on CBS 
1994–1995, follows a young teacher, 
nineteen year-old Christy Huddleston 
(KELLIE MARTIN), who decides to leave a 
sheltered life of luxury in 1912 Asheville 
to serve as a teacher in a remote 
mission schoolhouse in the Great Smoky 
Mountains of Tennessee. Young and 
naïve but optimistic, she finds herself 
in the midst of overwhelming poverty, 
ignorance and superstition, yet also 
surrounded by great beauty, faith and 
love. Even as Christy wrestles against 
seemingly impossible odds to make a 
difference in her schoolchildren’s lives, 
she is emotionally torn between the 
attentions of two very different men: 
Reverend David Grantland (RANDALL 
BATINKOFF), a young, outspoken and 
idealistic minister from Boston, and Dr. 
Neil MacNeill (STEWART MCLENNEN), 
a man with a painful past, born and 
raised in Cutter Gap, now a physician 
working hard to establish the benefits 
of 20th century medicine in a place 
where folklore and herbal remedies 
prevail. Also starring in the series are 
TYNE DALY (Miss Alice Henderson), 
LEVAR BURTON (Daniel Scott), EMILY 
SCHULMAN (Ruby Mae Morrison) and 
TESS HARPER (Fairlight Spencer). 
 

About the Discussion Guide
The heartwarming and family-
friendly series Christy provides an 
opportunity to discuss the importance 
of faith through the personal journey 
of Christy Huddleston, a story based 
on author Catherine Marshall’s 
mother. Understanding the numerous 
and varied themes of the television 
series–ranging from God’s purpose 
for our lives to the consequences of 
selfishness–is the reason these and 
other topics are addressed in the 
movie and why we’ve created this 
Discussion Guide. With this booklet, 
you can utilize the messages in Christy 
as a discussion tool with your family. 

The lessons are supplemented with 
movie clips you’ve either received or 
downloaded online. These clips were 
specifically selected to help you set 
the tone and furnish the context for 
your discussion or Bible study. There 
are also suggested scriptures for your 
group to study in-depth, and we’ve 
provided several discussion provoking 
questions based on the different scenes. 
This guide is an easy way to kick-start 
interesting discussion within your small 
group, and it works without any of your 
group having seen the Christy episode. 
However, it is recommended that you 
announce your intentions of using the 
episode clips ahead of time. For example, 
the week before you intend to have 
a clip-oriented discussion, you might 
show the Christy trailer (included with 
the clips) to your group or congregation 
and let them know that you will 
incorporate an episode from this series 
into your discussion the following week 
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(or the next time you meet.) This will 
allow your members the opportunity 
to view the episode themselves (rent 
or purchase) if they so desire.

Discussions
In an effort to help you reinforce the 
themes and messages of Christy we 
have chosen clips from the television 
series that you can show to your 
group. These clips can be downloaded 
online at www.foxfaith.com or shown 
through a specially made DVD that 
you can request at the same website. 
These DVD clips are followed up with 
questions and scripture found in the 
Discussion Guide. The questions should 
draw your group members into a 
conversation about what they have just 
seen. It is not necessary to tackle these 
questions in a row or all in one session. 
If you would prefer just to cover one 
or two, feel free. It is all up to you.

First of all, introduce the discussion 
by saying something like this: “We’re 
going to talk about the theme (name 
the theme) that relates to this episode 
(give the episode title.) We have some 
scenes (or a scene) from Christy that 
we are going to watch and then analyze 
to see what we can learn.” Next give a 
brief overview of the episode. Then play 
the clip you have selected. Once the 
clip plays, open the floor for discussion 
using the questions and scriptures that 
are provided or use some of your own. 
To finish, you can close each session 
by giving the brief “Lesson to Learn” 
provided after the “Questions” section. 

NOTE: Since some of your group members 
have likely not seen the Christy episode, 
it is a good idea to provide them with 

the context of the clip before watching 
it. This can be found in the italicized text 
that precedes the questions and scripture 
references for that particular clip. 

Please keep in mind that you do not 
have to get through all the questions in 
order to have a successful discussion. 
Also, you do not need to sacrifice a 
good conversation to finish the scene(s). 
As we mentioned above, discussion 
times go best when you allow freedom, 
but still provide the framework that 
will point to lessons in God’s Word.

Pilot Episode, Part 1 & 2

CALLED BY GOD FOR A PURPOSE
Clip 1 Challenged! 
Clip 2 See the Light

Christy Huddleston finds that her new 
job places her in a position to teach 
others, but the job isn’t easy. In the 
first scene, Christy airs her frustrations 
to Miss Alice who runs the mission. 
The second scene provides thought 
provoking questions from Miss Alice.

Questions
 Christy answers the call to teach 

in Cutter’s Gap, but she encounters 
a difficult lifestyle and challenges 
unimagined. What obstacles does she 
discover that prove to be discouraging, 
enough to cause her to want to return 
home? The questions Miss Alice asks 
Christy allow the young teacher to see 
her real motivation for coming to The 
Cove. Read Jeremiah 29:11, Ephesians 
3:20 & Philippians 2:3-4 and then discuss 
a time when your motivating force may 
have been self-serving, but God has 
used your action(s) for His purpose. 
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 Miss Alice tells Christy to look for 
the “light” within others. Think about 
the poor and needy in your community 
as well as those hurting within your 
sphere of influence–the workplace, 
church, or neighborhood. What things 
dissuade you from seeing the “light” in 
these individuals? Read Matthew 16:24-
27, Ephesians 5:1-2 & John 15:12-13 
and discuss God’s expectations. 

Lesson to Learn
Christy Huddleston arrives in Cutter Gap 
to teach, feeling that God has called her 
to help others and to make a difference. 
But God has some work to do on her 
heart before she can truly be used for 
His purpose. His means for change is 
Miss Alice Henderson who is quick to see 
the motivations and preconceived ideas 
that Christy entertains. Consequently, 
Miss Alice asks her questions such 
as, why has she really come to Cutter 
Gap–to serve and work or to merely get 
away from home? The questions posed 
invite Christy to look within for hidden 
truths and motivations. Through her 
introspection, Christy realizes that she 

has taken the teaching job for the wrong 
reasons, to get away from home and find 
adventure. However, she also discovers 
that teaching and loving the Cutter Gap 
children, despite the challenges, is truly 
her passion and purpose; one that God 
has ordained. As she continues to follow 
His leading, her heart sees not only her 
students’ pain, but also the goodness and 
potential they possess. Because Christy’s 
motivation changes, God can work 
through her to touch others with His love.

God has a way of using our personal 
motivations–recognition or materialism, 
for example–to get us into position to 
do His good work. However, once we’re 
there, God works with our heart to reveal 
our true calling. Certainly there may be 
obstacles and challenges, just like there 
are for Christy, but God has promised 
that He will give us strength, no matter 
what we face. (Philippians 4:13) We 
only need to have a willing heart and 
faith that God will work through us to 
accomplish His purpose–one that will 
make a difference in the lives of others. 
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Lost and Found

ON SECOND THOUGHT
Clip 1  An Opinion  
Clip 2  New Perspective 

In the first scene, Christy wants Dr. MacNeill 
to teach hygiene classes to her students, 
but he is less than enthusiastic. Then 
when he questions her beliefs, she forms 
an opinion that he is godless, doesn’t 
care about the children, and doesn’t 
value education. In the second scene, 
she changes her mind as she assists in 
an emergency surgery on Little Burl.  

Questions
 In this episode of Christy, several of 

the characters hold negative opinions 
of others in the Cove, including Christy 
about Dr. MacNeill in the first scene. 
In the second scene, why does she 
eventually have second thoughts? 
Now talk about a time when you may 
have been judgmental, and why you 
later had to reassess your opinion.

 The Bible advises us to look at others 
with love and to be nonjudgmental. 
See Matthew 7:1-5, Philippians 1:9-
10, & Luke 7:38-50. Now read the 
story about the prophet Samuel and 
the shepherd David in I Samuel 16:6-
13. Discuss the difference between 
God’s viewpoint and man’s. 
 

Lesson to Learn
It’s natural to form an impression of 
someone or hold an opinion based on an 
experience. This is how we define and 
make sense of our world, sometimes 
stereotyping people in the process 
and making decisions based on those 
impressions. That’s what happens in 

Cutter Gap when Christy forms the opinion 
that Dr. MacNeill is a hardened man, one 
who doesn’t appreciate education or 
care about the school children. However, 
she sees Dr. MacNeill in a new light 
when he gently puts his skills–developed 
through an arduous education–into 
action to save Little Burl’s life. 

Christy makes a judgment that is 
inaccurate, a mistake that isn’t unique 
to her. In this episode, others in The 
Cove--Rob Allen, John Spencer, and 
Kyle Coburn--have incorrect viewpoints 
too. We see the same thing occurring in 
the scriptures when young David faces 
the giant, Goliath, who forms a wrong 
opinion of David. (I Samuel 17:41-50) 
Another instance is Samuel when God 
tells him to anoint the future king. The 
prophet’s first impression of who it 
should be is incorrect. God then points 
out that the Lord looks at a man’s heart 
and not at his appearance. We would do 
well to remember those words when we 
form inflexible opinions of others. The 
impression we have of someone may be 
based on partial information–what we see 
or hear about him or her. However, when 
we get to know a person better, either 
through an experience or interpersonal 
communication, our perception of that 
individual may change. The Bible reminds 
us to not judge. Unconditional love 
demands it. So, if you are holding onto 
a negative opinion of someone, maybe 
it’s time to have second thoughts. 
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Both Your Houses

ANGER ENDS WHERE 
FORGIVENESS BEGINS
Clip 1 Waiting for Revenge  
Clip 2 Changing Ideas 

Feuding in The Cove comes to the mission’s 
doorstep when Tom McHone seeks refuge 
there. In the second scene, Christy works 
with the school children in an activity 
that teaches more than Shakespeare. 

Questions
 Christy is taken aback by the anger that 

exists in Cutter Gap. How does Miss Alice 
overcome the evil? When anger is directed 
at you, how do your actions reflect the 
scriptures? Read Luke 6:27, Philippians 
4:8, Romans 13:9-10, & Matthew 18:21-
22 and discuss God’s guidelines for us.

 In this episode, Tom McHone’s wife, 
Opal, says, “Fixin’s hard. It takes a heap 
more doing.” In scene two, what steps 
does Christy take to stop the longtime 
feuding? Discuss why God warns us 
against anger and an unforgiving attitude 
after reading Ephesians 4:26-27 & 31-32, 
Psalm 37:8, Proverbs 19:11 & Luke 17:3-
4. In your experience, how have anger 
and lack of forgiveness created situations 
that have been difficult to undo?

Lesson to Learn
When Christy agrees to teach in Cutter 
Gap, she doesn’t realize the role feuding 
and long held beliefs will play in her daily 
life. What she finds is that the anger and 
lack of forgiveness held by the adults has 
trickled down to her students.  
In an effort to change the children’s 

behavior, she incorporates Shakespeare’s 
play into her curriculum, showing that 
both sides lose when fighting exists. But 
she also lives by example, treating all her 
students and their parents equally with 
love and compassion. Christy doesn’t take 
sides, she only loves and prays for peace. 

The path to bringing change and peace 
to Cutter Gap is a difficult walk for Christy 
and one Miss Alice understands. In the 
face of anger, they stand on the side of 
right, protecting the hurting, and pleading 
for common sense and attitudes of 
forgiveness among the mountain folk. 
Despite disappointments and personal 
hurts, their lives are examples of what 
God commands in the scriptures.

This same attitude should be evident in 
us. God wants us to be the peacemakers 
and exhibit the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:22-23). When others have wronged 
us, He tells us to let go of our anger 
and to forgive–for good reasons! These 
commands are there for our protection 
because spiritually and physically, anger 
is damaging. It can create separation in 
our relationship with Jesus Christ, as well 
as emotional problems like depression. 
Our anger and lack of forgiveness can 
also fuel resentment and rage in others. 
So, if you are harboring ill feelings toward 
another–or even toward yourself for a 
past mistake–let go of the anger and 
forgive. It’s what God asks you to do.
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A Closer Walk

LET GO OF PRIDE
Clip 1 Reprimand 
Clip 2  No Apology  

In the first scene when Reverend 
David Grantland publicly reprimands 
Ault Allen for not helping enough with 
the school fire clean up, Ault’s ego is 
wounded. In the second scene, Miss 
Alice brings David’s pride into question.

Questions
 The preacher exhibits pride on various 

occasions in this episode, an attitude 
that is surprising. Discuss how he lets 
his ego get in the way of serving God 
in regards to Ault Allen. How might 
David’s actions to protect his own 
self-esteem create “chasms” that Miss 
Alice warns against in scene two?

 The people of Cutter Gap are fiercely 
proud. Is pride always wrong? Explain 
your answer. Now read Proverbs 
16:18, I John 2:16, Proverbs 25:9, 
Psalm 37:11 & Psalm 147:6 
and then talk about what 
the Bible has to say about 
pride versus humility.

Lesson to Learn
Pride is worn like a 
badge of honor in the 
Cove. Men don’t do 
women’s work, the 
wives refuse to sell their 
quilts for fear of demeaning 
their husbands with the 
profit, and a wrong 
deserves revenge to 
restore honor. This is the 

culture of Cutter Gap, one that Reverend 
David Grantland fails to understand as 
he publicly reprimands Ault Allen for his 
laziness. Although David feels justified 
in his own behavior, he refuses to take 
the first step toward settling the issue in 
private. Even when Miss Alice warns the 
preacher of the “chasm” he is creating, 
he “bows his neck” and declares that 
reconciliation demonstrates weakness–
hardly a Christ-like example of humility.



It’s easy for us to sit in judgment of the 
preacher, but how many times do we 
hold onto our pride in much the same 
way? Rather than extending our hand 
in kindness and living a godly example 
for others, we cling to our “rightness.” 
As a result, friendship or family ties are 
broken, leaving a deep abyss of hurt. 
The Bible tells us “…If someone strikes 
you on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other.” (Matthew 5:39 NIV) No better 
illustration of this humility exists than 
that of Jesus Christ. When He could have 
been prideful and declared the cross 
beneath him, He instead took all the sins 
of the world upon His shoulders. If our 
Lord can do that for us, can’t we let go 
of our pride with a simple “I’m sorry”?

Judgment Day

FAITH IN ACTION
Clip 1  Disapproval 
Clip 2 Barter Store   

Christy steps out on faith and is blessed 
with much needed items for the mission 
school, but the visiting director is 
displeased with her method. In the second 
scene, Dr. Heran sees faith in action 
firsthand, an event that changes him.

Questions
 Dr. Jacob Heran pays an early visit 

to the mission, surprising everyone. 
Before long, it is apparent that he is 
irritated. What bothers him more, the 
fact that there is change at the mission 
or Christy’s method of bringing about 
the change? Discuss your thoughts on 
this issue. Now think about changes 
within your church that may seem 
unconventional, but provide an 
avenue to meet people’s needs.

 Christy steps out on faith, claiming 
God’s promises to answer prayer and 
provide for the mission’s needs. Discover 

His promises in Philippians 4:19, I John 
5:14-15, Matthew 7:11, John 14:12-14, 
& Luke 17:6 and discuss what these 
verses mean to you. In regards to 
faith, how do you feel about “helping” 
God by taking action in the same way 
that Christy does in this episode? 

Lesson to Learn
Life is changing in Cutter Gap 
with the phone lines bringing 
communication to their doorstep 
and a new “barter” store opening 

at the mission school. All has 



come about because Christy has stepped 
out on faith, believing God’s promises to 
supply our needs. However, her requests 
are assisted by activity on her part, 
personal letters to people outside Cutter 
Gap to apprise them of the mission’s 
needs. To some, like mission director 
Dr. Jacob Heran, this activity doesn’t 
appear to be true faith. Also, he doesn’t 
appreciate the fact that energy is being 
spent meeting the physical needs of the 
Cutter Gap families rather than devoting 
more time to their spiritual needs. Unlike 
Dr. Heran, Christy sees with her heart, 
realizing that her students need shoes 
and clothing, plus a way to expand their 
understanding of the outside world. 
Believing that God wants these things for 
the children too, she follows the gentle 
prompting in her spirit to take action, the 
results being an avalanche of goodwill.

As in Christy’s story, God works through 
individuals to accomplish what needs to 
be done. Whether it’s providing clothing 
for children in need, hot meals for the 
hungry, or shelter for the homeless, 
it happens through generosity and 
people with a servant’s heart. 
Faith isn’t passive. It takes action 
with prayer and listening to 
God’s leading. The method used 
to reach someone for the Lord 
may be unconventional, such 
as contemporary music in 
church rather than traditional 
hymns, but the avenue used 
doesn’t matter. What matters 
is reaching people with God’s 
love right where they are, 
and our believing that He will 
open the floodgates of heaven. 
All it takes is prayer, faith, 
and a heart willing to serve. 

Eye of the Storm

SET FEAR ASIDE
Clip 1  Fear of Loss 
Clip 2 Forgiveness

Conflict comes to Cutter Gap when 
personal relationships suffer from fear and 
misunderstanding. In the first scene Christy 
confronts Miss Alice, asking for the reason 
behind her recent rude behavior. In scene 
two, Miss Alice tells Christy the truth.
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Questions
 Friends and family in Cutter Gap 

experience tension in this episode when 
fear affects their relationships and other 
aspects of their lives. One situation 
is between Christy and Miss Alice. 
After watching both clips, discuss how 
fear is a problem in their relationship, 
and how it manifests itself. Can you 
think of a time when fear or worry has 
caused a problem for you or someone 
you know? Share your thoughts.

 What has to occur for Miss Alice to 
overcome her worries? Read the following 
scriptures regarding fear: Isaiah 41:10, 2 
Timothy 1:7, Psalm 23:4 & Matthew 6:34. 
How do these verses affect your faith in 
regards to facing your fears and worries?

Lesson to Learn
Who would have thought that tensions 
would arise in the friendship between 
Miss Alice and Christy--one held so dear 
to Christy’s heart! But like fog, it has crept 
in, stealing joy from their relationship. 
Christy is at a loss to understand Miss 
Alice’s “cold shoulder” until she learns 
from Dr. MacNeill that he was married to 
her daughter. Naturally, when Miss 
Alice sees the attention the 
doctor gives to Christy, Miss 
Alice fears that Dr. MacNeill 
will forget her daughter’s 
memory. These thoughts 
manifest themselves in 

anger directed toward Christy.  
As a result, Christy fears the loss of 
comfort, leadership and mothering 
that Miss Alice brings her. For both 
Christy and Miss Alice, fear eclipses 
their emotional well being, affecting 
their relationship and actions.
 
How sad it is when fear takes its toll on 
our joy. The worries of tomorrow rob today 
of its happiness; certainly not what God 
wants for our lives. The Bible encourages 
us to not worry; repeatedly reminding us 
that God is with us and to fear not. When 
we cast out fear, we can gain confidence, 
restore relationships, and experience 
happiness. Our rejection of fear and the 
discontent it brings can only occur when 
we place our faith in God, receiving 
His power, love, and self-discipline. 
It’s our choice. Why not choose joy?



Amazing Grace

SELFISHNESS HURTS
Clip 1  Home Again 
Clip 2  Second Chance

Selfishness visits Cutter Gap when Miss 
Alice’s daughter returns after staging 
her death. In the second scene Miss 
Alice tells Christy what Margaret’s 
return means to her, not knowing that 
her daughter will desert her again. 

Questions
 Miss Alice’s daughter, Margaret, returns 

to Cutter Gap after selfishly staging her 
own drowning. How do Miss Alice and 
Christy react to her surprising visit in 
scene one? How would you have reacted? 
Watch scene two and compare Miss 
Alice with the father in the biblical story 
of the prodigal son in Luke 15:11-32. 
Discuss “grace” and what it means.
 
 There are a number of instances in this 

episode where Margaret’s self-centered 
behavior is evident, particularly when 
she leaves again without saying good-
bye to her mother. Read the scriptures 
and then discuss the guidelines that 
the Bible provides for living a life that 
is selfless: Romans 12:10 & 15:1-
2, I Corinthians 10:24 & 13:4-5. 

Lesson to Learn
When Margaret disappeared–believed to 
be a drowning victim–the pain that Miss 
Alice Henderson and Dr. Neil MacNeill, 
Margaret’s husband, experienced is 
unimaginable. Now after several years 
of their grieving over the loss, Margaret 
suddenly reappears, hoping to make 

amends. It’s Miss Alice who demonstrates 
“grace” even though she realizes the 
scope of her daughter’s selfishness. Like 
the biblical story of the prodigal son, Miss 
Alice welcomes back her daughter with 
open arms, declaring her deep love for 
her wayward daughter.  
Sadly, it isn’t long before Margaret 
selfishly walks away without a goodbye, 
turning her back on Cutter Gap and 
leaving her mother to mourn once more.

How similar this story is to the way Jesus 
Christ welcomes us into His loving arms. 
No matter what we have done, He loves 
us anyway, forgiving and forgetting our 
past. Still, like Margaret in the story, 
we may choose to reject that love, an 
act that grieves God’s heart. But the 
Lord’s love and forgiveness is never 
ending; it’s beyond our comprehension 
and available to us all. The only thing 
we have to do is accept His Grace. 
What a wonderful assurance! 
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The Sweetest Gift, Part 1&2

IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS 
Clip 1  Christy’s Plea 
Clip 2  Opened Eyes 
Clip 3  Thanksgiving Gift

When Christy’s father pays a visit to 
Cutter Gap, he experiences a stroke. In 
the first scene, Christy pleads with her 
mother to allow Dr. MacNeill to assist 
with his case. In scene two, a visit to the 
O’Teale’s cabin changes Mrs. Huddleston’s 
opinion. Prayers are answered once again 
in scene three when Christy receives 
good news at the Thanksgiving feast.

Questions
 There are a multitude of problems 

that face the people in Cutter Gap; one 
is the sudden illness of Christy’s father. 
Watch the scenes from this episode and 
discuss how God answered Christy’s 
prayers. Read the following verses 
and talk about how these scriptures 
relate to her situation: Mark 11:22-25, 
Luke 12:22-31, & Philippians 4:19.

 Read Romans 8:28, Psalm 37:4, & I 
Thessalonians 5:16-18. If Christy were to 
read these verses, how would the words 
affect her attitude? How did their cheerful 
and helpful attitude affect events in the 
Cove? In your life, how has faith affected 
your perspective during difficult times?
 

Lesson to Learn
Hardship isn’t uncommon in Cutter 
Gap, but this year the winter will be 
a particularly difficult one. In spite of 
adversities, those who trust God cling 
to prayer, believing that faith can move 

mountains. Unquestionably, their prayers 
are answered: Christy’s father makes 
remarkable improvement, allowing 
Christy to stay in Cutter Gap; the turkey 
hunt is successful and the mountain folk 
come together for the feast, and Fairlight 
discovers a persimmon tree that will 
bring income to the cove. Not only do 
these events speak about their faith and 
answered prayer, but also their ability to 
give thanks in the midst of their troubles, 
believing that good will come in the end. 

Like the newly installed church bell, 
the scriptures ring true about giving 
thanks in everything. For example, 
without her father’s extended illness, 
Christy’s mother would never have 
come to visit long enough to understand 
her daughter’s passion and dedication. 
Also, because the crops have been 
destroyed, the mountain people join 
together in a common purpose–the 
turkey shoot–renewing friendships 
rather than staying isolated in the hills. 
What’s more, the mountain men wouldn’t 
have set aside their feuding to bring 
the church bell to Cutter Gap, if David 
hadn’t met them in their hour of need. 

Not unlike the people in Cutter Gap, we 
can claim God’s eternal promises too. 
When adversity comes–and it will–we 
can trust Him to answer prayer in His 
perfect time. From the ashes of our hopes 
and dreams, the Lord can bring good. In 
our pain, He can bring joy and renewal. 
Have faith that your Father in heaven 
promises to meet all of your needs, 
even if it means moving a mountain. 
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To Have and To Hold

LOVE: IT ISN’T BLACK AND WHITE
Clip 1  Mr. Sweetwater 
Clip 2  Indecision

In the first scene, Miss Ida’s pen pal 
pays a visit to propose marriage, much 
to her brother David’s surprise. Then in 
the second scene, Christy reflects on 
her marriage proposal from David.

Questions
 Clarence Sweetwater comes to Cutter 

Gap in hopes of collecting his pen pal 
bride, Ida Grantland. What conflicting 
emotions does her brother, David, 
experience when he learns that Ida has 
been corresponding with Mr. Sweetwater? 
Are the preacher’s attitude and actions 
based on his love and concern for Ida or 
something else? Read Galatians 5:22-
23. Based on these verses, how could 
David have behaved differently? How 
will I Corinthians 13:4-7 be important 
to Miss Ida and David’s relationship?

 David’s proposal to Christy has 
created confusing emotions in her. In 
the second scene, what is keeping 
Christy from accepting his proposal? 
If you were in Christy’s “shoes,” what 
part of Miss Alice’s advice would help 
you and why? Read Proverbs 3:5-6 & 
James 1:5-8 and talk about how these 
verses could help Christy. How can they 
help you when you are indecisive?

Lesson to Learn
Cutter Gap is awash in mixed feelings 
based on love. For instance, Clarence 
Sweetwater arrives at the backwoods 
mission to court Ida Grantland, but 

David’s love for his sister takes on an 
ugly, controlling attitude. Ida is in love 
with the idea of a romantic wedding 
and has to clarify what matters. Christy 
certainly feels love for David, however her 
heart tells her that she loves the children 
and the mission program, along with an 
opportunity to work with Dr. MacNeill, 
even more. Lundy Taylor and his father, 
Bird’s-Eye, have a love-hate relationship, 
one that inflicts hurt at every turn. 

Opinions, ideas, and feelings relating 
to love aren’t black and white. Maybe 
that’s why the Bible spends so much time 
defining what love is. Jesus Christ talked 
with His disciples about loving each other, 
charging them to follow the Greatest 
Commandment. The apostle Paul talks 
about love throughout his writings and 
most particularly in I Corinthians 13, often 
described as the Love Chapter. In it we’re 
given guiding principles for what love is 
and what it isn’t. In Galatians 5:22, Paul 
reminds us that if the Holy Spirit controls 
our lives we will demonstrate His fruit, 
which includes love. As believers, we’ll 
have a new kind of love for other people–
a tender concern–and these people may 
be some we wouldn’t ordinarily choose 
as friends. It’s a different way of living by 
God’s definition of love, but one we need. 
As we see in this episode, love is often 
a mixture of feelings--Christy’s love for 
her work versus romantic love, Lundy’s 
love for his dad mixed with fear, and 
David’s love for his sister in conflict with 
his rights as her brother. Human love can 
be perplexing. However, God’s love for 
us is clear: He sent His only Son, Jesus 
Christ, to die for us so that we may be 
free of sin and have eternal life with Him. 
That’s real love. And it’s black and white. 
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The Hunt

LISTEN WITH YOUR HEART
Clip 1  Listening 
Clip 2  Answered Prayer

Miss Alice takes a vow of silence once 
a year and retreats to the mountains, 
but Sam Houston stumbles upon her 
in the wilderness. In the second scene, 
Sam Houston sees that his dog has lived 
forever, just as God’s voice had told him. 

Questions
 Miss Alice feels that a once-a-year 

retreat during which she takes a vow 
of silence is key to her spiritual life. 
What does she say happens when 
she listens for the voice of God? What 
does the Bible say about “quiet time” 
and seeking Him? Read Psalm 46:10, 
Matthew 6:6, & I Thessalonians 5:17. 
When do you find time to be alone 
with God? Does He speak to you?

 Sam Houston prays with Miss Alice 
and believes he hears the voice of 
God in his heart telling him that Singer 
Lee will live forever. How do God’s 
words come true for Sam Houston 
and how might this event affect Sam 
Houston’s faith in the future? Can you 
think of an occasion when God has 
answered your prayers differently 
than expected? Read Isaiah 55:8-9. 

Lesson to Learn
Fall brings the hunting season to Cutter 
Gap. The men are seeking to bag a deer, 
but another “hunt” by Miss Alice is in 
the making. It’s her yearly quest to draw 
closer to God through a vow of silence 
and isolation on God’s Fist Mountain; 
however, her silence is interrupted by 

Sam Houston and his hunting dog, Singer 
Lee. While Sam is searching for the white 
buck on his dog’s final hunt, Miss Alice 
is seeking renewal. Both find that God 
has a purpose in their being together. 
Although this situation is not what either 
had planned, it gives Miss Alice a chance 
to share how she listens with her heart 
for the voice of God. Because of the 
encounter, Sam Houston listens for the 
voice of God and hears God say that his 
dog, Singer Lee, will live forever. But when 
the hound dies, Sam Houston doubts 
God’s voice until he learns that prayers 
are answered in ways we may not expect. 
Singer Lee lives on through his offspring.

Retreating to a forest hideaway is an 
ideal way to connect with God. Yet for 
most of us, finding quiet of any kind is 
a challenge. In an age of cell phones, 
Ipods, Blackberrys, and television, silence 
eludes us. Nevertheless, God places 
importance on seclusion and quiet time 
with Him. The Bible talks about going 
into a “closet” to pray, seeking isolation 
from the outside world and discovering 
His companionship in the solitude. It’s 
the moment in the day when we can do 
less talking and more listening, a time 
when we can bring our burdens and 
dreams to lay before the Lord. He only 
asks for one thing from us: “Be still, and 
know that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10) 
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A Man’s Reach

FOLLOW YOUR DREAM
Clip 1  The Letter 
Clip 2  Rob’s Decision

Rob Allen fails to win a writing contest, 
but then an offer for a scholarship 
comes unexpectedly. In the second 
scene, after demanding preparation and 
test taking, Rob listens to his heart.

Questions
 Even though Rob Allen decides to 

pass up the opportunity for a college 
education, what has he learned about 
himself by taking the exams? What 
does Christy’s acceptance of Rob’s 
decision to stay in Cutter Gap say 
about her faith and the mind of God?

 Do you have a dream, one that may 
have been delayed? What is it? You can 
claim God’s promises in the following 
verses: Jeremiah 28:11, I John 5:14-
15, James 1:5-8, Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalm 
37:4-5, & Philippians 4:13. List the 
ways God will help you achieve your 
dream, or share how these verses have 
proven true in your achieving a goal.

Lesson to Learn
Christy has performed her teaching 
assignment well, opening the eyes of the 
mission school children to their potential 
and a world beyond Cutter Gap. When an 
opportunity presents itself to her student, 
Rob Allen as a result of a writing contest, 
Christy makes every effort to help him 
prepare for the college exams. Rob’s 
dream to be a writer has become her 
dream too; however, Christy sees only 
one way for her student to have a life 
as a writer and that is through a college 

education. Rob’s success on the exams 
proves his intelligence and abilities. 
Nonetheless, he declines the opportunity 
to leave Cutter Gap–not out of fear, but 
because he knows his own heart.

Similar to Rob in this story, each of us has 
been designed for a purpose–a dream 
that God has planted in our heart. How 
we arrive at the destination is through 
our choices and God’s leading in our 
life. Often times though, we believe 
that a goal has to be accomplished 
on a specific timetable, one that will 
provide a direct route. However, certain 
events and experiences may need 
to occur first to prepare us for what 
is ahead, equipping us with skills or 
maturity needed for the future.

God sees the “big picture.” So when 
you have a desire in your heart–one 
that is right and good–God will help 
you achieve it. Yes, the path may twist 
and turn, but commit your dream to His 
keeping. Then wait patiently, trusting 
your Heavenly Father to provide the 
right circumstances and the strength 
to persevere as He leads you toward 
your goal. In God’s perfect time, your 
dream–even one that may be greater than 
you have imagined–will become a reality.

Ghost Story

SEEK TRUTH
Clip 1  Myth 
Clip 2  Discovery!

The O’Teales are second-class citizens in 
The Cove, but Christy doesn’t understand 
why until she hears the age-old story. 
Then in the second scene, Ruby Mae 
is instrumental in rescuing Christy and 
a family Bible from a hidden cave.
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Questions
 Stories have been passed from one 

generation to another in Cutter Gap. In 
the first scene, why is Christy determined 
to dispel the myth about the O’Teales? In 
the second scene, how does the family 
Bible change everyone’s perspective 
about this family? About Ruby Mae?

 What truths or untruths do you see 
in the magazines, movies, or television 
that you watch? Discuss what is 
your yardstick for truth. Now read 
Psalm 119:104-106, & 160, Hebrews 
4:12, Psalm 119:133, I Thessalonians 
2:13 & I Peter 1:23. List the different 
characteristics of God’s Word. 
 

Lesson to Learn
The people in the Cove live and die 
by myths and superstitions–accepted 
wisdom that governs their lives. The 
stories have been passed from generation 
to generation; accounts that may have 
been factual, but as time passes the 
tales have been embellished, with only 
partial truth remaining. Christy sets out 
to seek the truth in one such tale, the 
rhyme the children chant in their playtime. 
She hopes to shed light on the story of 
clan betrayal, one that taints the name 
O’Teale. Because of the legend, the 
Cutter Gap O’Teale family is faced with 
prejudice, including the children in her 
classroom. Christy’s determination to 
seek the truth is instrumental in clearing 
their name and making life at school 
more enjoyable for the O’Teale children.

Today, we still need to be seekers of truth. 
Even though we may not be affected by 
superstitions like the mountain folk, we 
may be influenced by other ideas. For 
example, consider the standards that 
are portrayed in the television programs 
we watch or the magazines we read. 
How often do we base our personal 
rules for living on what we hear, read or 
see in the media? Could it be that our 
culture may be creating myths about 
lifestyles and values that are inaccurate 
according to God’s Word? If so, we 
need to search the genuine measure 
of truth–the Bible. Its principles are 
unchanging, providing us with guidelines 
that enrich our lives. So, be a seeker. 
Discover the Truth and pass it on. 
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Echoes

FORGET THE PAST 
Clip 1 An Invitation 
Clip 2 Friends Again

An invitation brings Miss Alice to 
Kentucky to see her old friend, Reverend 
Scott, but she learns that hurt has a 
long memory. In the second scene, 
Miss Alice decides that the reverend 
should hear her side of the story.

Questions
 When Miss Alice travels to Kentucky, 

what occurs that changes her delight 
to deep hurt? In scene two, do you 
think either Miss Alice or Reverend 
Joseph intended to inflict hurt on 
the other by their previous actions? 
How did understanding the other’s 
perspective cause reconciliation? What 
does the Apostle Paul recommend in 
regards to our Christian walk? Read 
Philippians 3:13-14 & Colossians 3:13. 

 The Bible encourages a godly life. 
Read Romans 14:12-13, Galatians 6:9-10, 
John 13:34-35 & Psalm 119:66. Why are 
attitudes (such as prejudice), our words, 
or lifestyle a stumbling block to others?

Lesson to Learn
The invitation to Reverend Joseph 
Scott’s birthday party takes Miss Alice 
and Christy to Kentucky. What they find 
is another world, one filled with hurt, 
anger and hate. Upon their arrival, Miss 
Alice is stunned to learn that Joseph has 
harbored ill feelings toward her because 
she hasn’t returned for a visit earlier, 
thinking Miss Alice has turned her back 
on him. Similarly, she has been hurt for 

years because the reverend sent her 
away, believing that he didn’t want to see 
her again. Their painful memories are a 
result of a misunderstanding based on 
their own perspective, a perception of 
their world that affects their point of view. 
It isn’t until the lines of communication 
are open and people come together 
that reconciliation occurs. Finally, the 
reverend realizes why Miss Alice stayed 
away and she understands why he 
encouraged her to leave years earlier.

There may be times we inadvertently hurt 
others through our lifestyle, our words, 
or our actions. It also may happen that 
others innocently hurt us too. Worse yet, 
the situation can escalate if we nurse a 
grudge. The apostle Paul recommends 
that we put the past behind us and 
concentrate on the life God wants us 
to live; there can be forgiveness and 
moving forward, leaving former hurts 
behind. If we are willing to do this, 
it will make for a better world–one 
with more peace and less pain.

The Lie

CONQUER LIES WITH TRUTH
Clip 1 The Lie 
Clip 2 The Truth

Spurned by John Spencer and fueled 
by jealousy of Christy, Bessie Coburn 
tells a lie that is believed. But in scene 
two, things change when Christy heeds 
Miss Alice’s advice to speak the truth.
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Questions
 Christy is the target of misperception 

and untruth in scene one. Read the 
following scriptures and discuss 
how they apply to you: Psalm 15:1-3, 
Ephesians 4:25, Exodus 20:16 & Psalm 
119:30-32. How is Christy treated 
because of the lie? Contrast Christy’s 
behavior with the actions of her friends 
with regards to Luke 6:27-28.

 Miss Alice advises Christy to conquer 
the lie with truth. In scene two, what 
occurs when Christy bravely steps 
forward to tell the truth? What does 
this say about having courage in the 
face of evil? Read Romans 12:21.

Lesson to Learn
Christy Huddleston is a person who sees 
the best in others, recognizing their 
talents and abilities. John Spencer is 
one in whom she sees great promise. 
His gift for composing music and 
recording the mountain songs 
is remarkable. However, her 
attention to John creates 
jealous feelings in 
Bessie Coburn. This 
emotion often results 
because of fear; 
feeling threatened 
that something 
precious is at 
risk—status, money, 
or a relationship. 
When this envy 
takes root it can 
lead to greater evil 
as it does with Bessie. She 
sees only one way to gain 

an upper hand by perpetuating a lie to 
destroy Christy’s reputation, one that 
is readily believed. Still, in the face of 
this untruth and ill treatment by the 
mountain folk, Christy continues to love 
her “enemies” as God commands. And 
because she is brave enough to face The 
Cove’s disapproval and speak the truth 
as Miss Alice suggests, it gives David 
and Dr. MacNeill opportunity to defend 
her character. In this situation Christy 
overcomes evil with truth and goodness. 

The Bible says, “Don’t let evil get the best 
of you; get the best of evil by doing good.” 
(MSG) Perhaps, like Christy, we should 



pause for thought regarding untruths 
that are allowed to go uncontested. For 
example, are there falsehoods that exist 
in your workplace, or among friends, 
or in your community? Is someone’s 
reputation slandered because no 
one will step forward? Whatever the 
circumstance, maybe it is time to speak 
the truth. It’s what God asks you to do.

Green Apples

LOVE EQUALLY
Clip 1 Color Blind 
Clip 2  Teach Me

Daniel Scott is new to Cutter Gap, but 
only a few individuals like Hattie, see 
him without prejudice. In scene two, it 
takes scarlet fever at the mission school 
and a near tragedy for Dr. Neil MacNeill 
to set aside his racial prejudice.

Questions
 Prejudice exists in the small 

community of Cutter Gap. In this 
episode, bigotry is racial. What other 
types of prejudice exist? Now, think 
about intolerance close to home. Share 
examples of prejudice from your personal 
experience or from news accounts. 
Read John 13:34, Colossians 3:10-11 
& I Corinthians 13:1-13 and discuss the 
expectations of love toward others.

 Read James 2:1-4. What does 
James say about faith and showing 
bias, a form of prejudice? Also, read 
Genesis 37:3-11 and discuss the root 
of prejudice in Joseph’s brothers. How 
was Christ the victim of prejudice 
mentioned in the following scriptures: 
Mark 6:3, John 1:46 & 9:16-28.

Lesson to Learn
Christy Huddleston’s life in Cutter Gap 
brings many lessons. One is the prejudice 
that exists on many levels: intolerance 
among clans, racism against people 
of color, and narrow-mindedness in 
regards to accepting change and new 
ideas. These elements are challenging 
for Christy as she seeks to bring peace 
and compromise, particularly in regards 
to Daniel Scott. Not only do the mountain 
folk regard him negatively, but Dr. Neil 
MacNeill sees him as a liability as well. 
The only person in the Cove who initially 
sees Daniel as just another human being 
is Hattie. Her blindness allows her to 
“see” his heart–his character, intelligence, 
and warmth. However, many of the 
others view him with fear. For example, 
Dr. MacNeill won’t allow Daniel to intern 
with him for fear his own credibility will 
suffer. Also, when scarlet fever strikes the 
children at the mission school, the people 
of the Cove blame Daniel for its origin.

Fear and blame seem to go hand in hand 
with prejudice, not just in Cutter Gap, but 
also anywhere and anytime bigotry exists. 
For example, in biblical times during the 
reign of Queen Esther, prejudice and fear 
resulting in blame almost brought the 
annihilation of the Jewish people within 
the Greek empire. (Esther 3:8) During the 
1930’s and 1940’s, Hitler directed blame 
for the economic situation in Germany on 
the Jews, resulting in the destruction of 
millions. Even today, immigrants spawn 
prejudice and discrimination. In the face 
of prejudice, Christians are called to “love 
thy neighbor,” whether he or she is of 
another color, practices a religion unlike 
ours, or speaks a different language. From 
God’s perspective, we are all the same, 
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equal in His sight. Salvation is available to 
everyone. Remember, God sent His Son to  
the world.

The Hostage

UNDERSTAND GRIEF
Clip 1  Christy’s Empathy 
Clip 2  A Scolding

Jarvis Tatum’s grief over his wife’s suicide 
from an overdose leads him to blame 
Dr. MacNeill. But Christy is seized as a 
hostage when she and David pay a visit to 
the doctor. In the next scene, Miss Alice 
scolds the “trigger-happy” mountain men. 

Questions
 Christy is taken captive by Jarvis Tatum 

and spirited away to the mountain cabin. 
What does she do that brings about a 
change in her captor in scene one? Read 
Matthew 5:43-48 & Romans 12:15 to see 
how her actions align with the scriptures.

 In the second scene, Miss Alice 
rebukes the actions of the men folk as 
they take aim at Jarvis, condemning 
their judgmental ways. Compare their 
actions with how God looks at those 
who are suffering. Read Psalm 138:3, 
Isaiah 43:2, Psalm 23:4 & 56:11.

Lesson to Learn
Tragedy strikes in nearby Raven Gap 
when Jarvis Tatum’s wife commits 
suicide. Ellie’s death creates a ripple 
effect, sending Jarvis into a rage that 
consumes him and affects folks at 
Cutter Gap. Christy finds herself as a 

hostage where she gets an up-close 
look at Jarvis’ heated anger–an anger 
brought on by pain. Pain and regret are 
typical when one experiences loss. It 
can be loss of a loved one, an income, 
or health. Even Dr. MacNeill feels grief at 
the loss of his patient, Ellie. As is typical 
of the mourning process, he experiences 
anger, but the doctor directs it at himself, 
blaming her death on his leaving the 
dangerous medicine in the hands of a 
deeply depressed woman. Jarvis, on the 
other hand, blames God and the doctor. 
He intentionally turns his back on God 
and plans to take an innocent man’s life. 

Although anger is to be expected, when 
it rages out of control, or a person is 
stuck in the emotion, it brings about 
more grief–depression, withdrawal from 
friends, or a failed marriage, to name a 
few examples. That’s when friends and 
family need to step forward in love rather 
than condemnation. In this episode, the 
mountain men point their rifles at the 
offender, waiting for an opportunity to get 
rid of the “problem.” In the same way that 
the men want a quick solution, we may be 
guilty of pointing a judgmental finger at an 
individual who is mourning longer than we 
think necessary. Instead of condemning, 
we should come alongside to grieve 
with them, no matter how long it takes. 
Listening, holding them, or just being 
present, are ways for God to use us in 
the healing process. We can be His arms 
of love. Let’s be ready with a heart full 
of understanding when God calls on us.
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have already been made: The baby’s birth 
out of wedlock; Sarah Barnett abandoning 
the baby and her parents unloving 
actions that force Sarah to leave home. 
It is time for Christy to set the example.

Making the choice to do what is right 
often means sacrifice–sacrifice to our 
own wants and desires. That’s the way it 
is with Christy. After much prayer about 
finding a solution, God gives her an 
answer, even though it’s not necessarily 
the one she wants. Nevertheless, her 
heart knows that this idea is a gift from 
God; Opal can flourish with the new 
baby girl, finding healing from her own 
loss, and the baby will have a home in 
Cutter Gap. It’s a difficult solution for 
Christy to accept, but then doing what 
is right is never easy. In the end though, 
as Christy says, “The blessings become 
so much greater than the sacrifices.” 

Second Sight

GIVE US EYES TO SEE
Clip 1 My Turn 
Clip 2  Deception!

After receiving a troubling letter 
from his missing wife, Dr. MacNeill 
causes a scene at the dance meant to 
welcome the mission benefactor. In the 
second scene, Nathan Stone’s hidden 
motives for The Cove come to light.

Babe in the Woods

DO THE RIGHT THING
Clip 1  Marriage? 
Clip 2 Facing Facts 
Clip 3  The Right Thing

An abandoned baby has Christy 
considering options, but as Miss Alice 
points out in scenes one and two, 
Christy needs to do the right thing.

Questions
 Although Christy frowns on Sarah 

Barnett’s self-centered behavior 
of abandoning her child, how does 
Christy demonstrate selfishness in 
the first scene? In scene two, how 
does God answer prayer for Christy? 
In scene three for Opal McHone? 

 Read I Corinthians 10:24. As we can 
see, Christy does the “right thing” by 
finding the baby a home with Opal and 
Tom McHone. Describe how difficult this 
was for Christy and why. Read Romans 
7:21-25 and paraphrase the apostle 
Paul’s struggle with doing what is right. 
Have you ever felt like Paul or Christy? 
 

Lesson to Learn
When the school children discover the 
abandoned baby near the school, Christy 
is quick to take over her care. But she’s 
faced with a moral dilemma once she 
realizes that Miss Alice wants to find 
adoptive parents. Selfishly, Christy wants 
to keep the baby at the mission under 
her care, even considering marriage 
for the wrong reasons. However, Miss 
Alice sees the right path–adoption by a 
family–and she hopes that Christy will 
be in agreement. Enough moral mistakes 

20



Questions
 Dr. MacNeill’s manner is 

uncharacteristically violent in the first 
scene. If Christy or David had known of 
Neil’s emotional pain regarding his wife 
Margaret, how would they have treated 
him differently? If you were counseling 
Dr. MacNeill, what would you tell him 
after reading the following verses: 
Psalm 9:9-10 & 38:3, 2 Corinthians 
12:9, Isaiah 43:2 & Psalm 27:5.
 
 The mission school benefactor, Nathan 

Stone II, has motives initially hidden from 
Christy when he visits Cutter Gap in scene 
two. What are they and what tactics has 
he used to fool people? Read the following 
scriptures and discuss what you have 
learned about deceit: Jeremiah 17:9-10, 
Psalm 5:6, Mark 7:20-23, & I Peter 3:10.

Lesson to Learn
Imagine if a prayer like this had been 
prayed in Cutter Gap: Lord, give us 
insight into other’s hearts–their hurts and 
worries that lie there. Contemplate how 
differently people would have looked at 
Dr. MacNeill when he stumbled drunk 
into the mission party. Rather than 
condemnation, he would have garnered 
their understanding and support. Now 
ponder how different the relationship 
between Miss Alice and Dr. MacNeill 
could have been over the years, if they 
had understood each other’s pain and 
concerns regarding Margaret. Instead, 
they put up shields of indifference, hiding 
their feelings in their hearts until now. 
Lord, give us insight into impure motives. 
Let us see the agenda and falsehoods. 

Consider how the future could have 
been changed if only the mountain folk 
could see reality; what it would mean 
to have their land stripped of its beauty 
and their streams filled with pollution. 
The falsehood that the “good life” was to 
be found by sacrificing friendships, and 
their legacy, could have been exposed 
as deception if their eyes could truly see. 
Christy didn’t. The mountain folks didn’t. 
Life in the cove was changed and no one 
saw it coming. Lord, give us insight into 
ourselves, what motivates us and why. 
Allow us to see our mistakes, admitting 
them when we are wrong and rejoicing 
when goodness is found there. Reflect 
on the courage it took for Miss Alice 
to admit her failings, and for Christy to 
examine her motivations and come to an 
understanding of what is important. Both 
women practiced self-examination and 
they, and others, were the better for it. 

We can say the same prayer today: 
to see others as God sees them; to 
understand motives that can bring 
sorrow; and to examine our heart for 
a right relationship with our Savior. 
Pray it. Believe it. See the results.
 
The Road Home

CONSIDER YOUR WORDS AND DEEDS
Clip 1  Tea Room 
Clip 2  Enough!

The men’s Saturday morning trips to El 
Pano appear to be ordinary until some 
illicit photos lead the women to the 
tearoom where more discoveries are 
made. In the second scene, Miss Alice 
and her daughter exchange harsh words.
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Questions
 Events happen in Cutter Gap that 

forever change people. One is the 
El Pano tearoom in scene one. How 
does finding Jeb Spencer and his 
friends affect Fairlight and the other 
women’s marriages? Also, how does 
seeing Margaret as a striptease artist 
affect Miss Alice and Dr. MacNeill? In 
scene two, what irreversible affect do 
Margaret’s words have on her mother?
 
 Look at the following scriptures and 

discuss the truths in each: Proverbs 8:11, 
5:1-6 & 12:4, Ephesians 6:1, I Corinthians 
10:24 & Colossians 4:6. How might the 
story have been different if Margaret or 
the men had listened to these scriptures?

Lesson to Learn
The peace Christy has found in the 
Tennessee mountain community eludes 
her, and others in The Cove when 
circumstances create emotional pain. 
The anguish is brought on by people’s 
actions: The men’s Saturday morning 
excursion to an El Pano tearoom leaves 
their wives with deep anger over their 
husbands’ indiscretions in town; Creed 
Allen accidentally burns down Daniel 
Scott’s cabin when his sneaky behavior 
sets a nearby field on fire; Margaret 
MacNeill’s reappearance in Cutter Gap 
creates harsh words and separation. 
These and other events leave each person 
with the realization that it’s a long road 
back to life being the same again–if ever.

Perhaps, that’s why the Bible warns us 
to guard our words and actions, to seek 
wisdom continually. Lack of restraint 
in our speech and behavior can bring 
painful consequences to not only us, but 
to others as well. For example, Margaret’s 
hateful words said to her mother are 
met with a response that ends their 
relationship. Creed Allen’s disregard for 
the rules brings irreparable destruction 
to the life Daniel Scott has tried so hard 
to build. The mountain men’s foray to 
the nearby town to dally with other 
women damages marital trust. At the 
core of each act lies selfishness, a total 
disregard for anyone besides self. 

The communication books tell us that 
events like these are irreversible and 
unforgettable; that every conversation 
or meeting is tainted by the memory. 
The only situation where our mistakes 
are totally forgotten, removed as far as 
the east is from the west, is when we 
come to God for forgiveness. He blots 
our transgressions from His memory. 
However, with people it’s different. Once 
something hurtful is said or done, it’s 
like Humpty Dumpty–it can’t be put back 
together again. Forgiven, yes. Patched, 
maybe. So, let’s use wisdom in all we 
do. Remember, it’s a long road home.
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Christy is based on the beloved best-selling novel by Catherine Marshall. The 
heartwarming television series, which aired on CBS 1994–1995, follows a young 
teacher, nineteen year-old Christy Huddleston (KELLIE MARTIN), who decides to 
leave a sheltered life of luxury in 1912 Asheville to serve as a teacher in a remote 
mission schoolhouse in the Great Smoky Mountains of Tennessee. Young and naïve 
but optimistic, she finds herself in the midst of overwhelming poverty, ignorance 
and superstition, yet also surrounded by great beauty, faith and love. Even as 
Christy wrestles against seemingly impossible odds to make a difference in her 
schoolchildren’s lives, she is emotionally torn between the attentions of two very 
different men: Reverend David Grantland (RANDALL BATINKOFF), a young, outspoken 
and idealistic minister from Boston, and Dr. Neil MacNeill (STEWART MCLENNEN), 
a man with a painful past, born and raised in Cutter Gap, now a physician working 
hard to establish the benefits of 20th century medicine in a place where folklore 
and herbal remedies prevail. Also starring in the series are TYNE DALY (Alice 

Henderson), LEVAR BURTON (Daniel Scott), EMILY SCHULMAN 
(Ruby Mae Morrison) and TESS HARPER (Fairlight Spencer).

The Discussion Guide draws out the themes in the 
television series and provides an opportunity to 
discuss the importance of faith through the personal 
journey of Christy Huddleston. The numerous and 
varied themes range from God’s purpose for our 
lives to the consequences of selfishness--each one 
complete with thought provoking questions, related 
scriptures, and helpful lessons. To supplement the 
lessons, clips from the movie have been offered as 
a visual aid. These clips are available for download 
at www.foxfaith.com or may be shown through a 
specially made DVD that you can request at the same 
website. These clips and the guide, used in Sunday 
school classes, other small groups, or by parents will 
provide you with an opportunity to initiate discussion.  

For more information and additional Church 
Resource material, go to www.foxfaith.com.
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