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USING THIS DISCUSSION GUIDE
Intended for use after viewing the film, this study guide provides catalysts for biblically based discussion of various themes found in The Story
of Jacob and Joseph. The guide features three themes from the movie and is structured in such a way that groups can choose to discuss the
entire guide at once or can focus on one or two themes at a time.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
• Scripture taken from the New International Version (NIV) Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by the International Bible Society.
Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

• Scripture taken from the King James Version is public domain in the United States.

FILM OVERVIEW/NOTE TO GROUP
Part One: Jacob and Esau
The first part of the film, set in the historic land of Canaan, explores the complex relationship between twin brothers Jacob (played by Keith
Michell) and Esau (Julian Glover). As the movie opens, a pregnant Rebekah (Colleen Dewhurst) receives word fromYahweh that of the two
nations struggling in her womb, the older will ultimately serve the younger. Taking the prophecy to heart, Rebekah raises her children with special
favor for Jacob, eventually helping him to take both Esau’s birthright and blessing.When Esau discovers the deception, he is enraged, consoled
only by the thought of killing his brother. Jacob is compelled to flee his home, but is encouraged by an extraordinary encounter withYahweh
at Bethel. Eventually, Jacob arrives in the land of Haran, where he finds refuge with Laban (Herschel Bernardi), one of his kinfolk. Jacob
works for Laban for fourteen years in exchange for the hands of Leah and Rachel in marriage. Over the next few years, as Jacob’s domestic
and monetary wealth grow, he desires to return to his homeland, despite Laban’s pointed attempts to deter him. When Jacob and Esau finally
meet, Esau’s hostility fades at Jacob’s humble approach, and the brothers are reconciled.

Part Two: Joseph and His Brothers
As the film transitions to its second half, the story’s focus turns toward Jacob’s offspring, with a particular emphasis on Joseph
(Tony Lo Bianco) and the events surrounding his remarkable journey. Due to some prophetic dreams and his father’s ostentatious favoritism,
Joseph spends much of his early life as an outcast among his older brothers. Eventually, the siblings’ jealousy and anger consume them, and
they conspire against Joseph, overtaking him and later selling him to Ishmaelite merchants. When Joseph arrives in Egypt, he is continually
sustained by God’s providential hand, whether gaining employment with Potiphar, enduring an unjust prison sentence or standing before
Pharaoh as an interpreter of dreams. When Joseph correctly interprets the Pharaoh’s dreams, he is granted control over the land of Egypt to
prepare for a severe famine. Years later, during the height of the famine, Joseph’s brothers arrive in Egypt to purchase food. When Joseph
recognizes them, he struggles to find the strength to forgive, first testing their integrity and honesty and gathering information about his father
and younger brother, Benjamin. In the end, Joseph realizes God’s plan for his life and his brothers’ roles in the process. Revealing his true identity,
Joseph is reconciled to his family and is in a unique position of power to provide food and shelter to the remnant of Jacob.



SCRIPTURES REFERENCED
• Genesis 25:23 (NIV): “The Lord said to her, ‘Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated;
one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.’”

• Genesis 25:34 (NIV): “Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew.
He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright.”

• Deuteronomy 32:9 (NIV): “For the Lord’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance.”
• Matthew 16:26 (NIV): “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?
Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?”

• 1 Corinthians 2:9 (NIV): “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.”
• 2 Corinthians 6:18 (NIV): “‘I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,’ says the Lord Almighty.”
• Ephesians 1:13–14 (NIV): “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance
until the redemption of those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his glory.”

• Hebrews 12:17 (NIV): “Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected.
He could bring about no change of mind, though he sought the blessing with tears.”

• 1 Peter 1:8–9 (NIV): “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him
and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

• Revelation 21:7 (KJV): “He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.”

SCENES TO REVIEW
• Rebekah’s Prayer (00:00:43–00:04:27, Chapter 2)
• Esau Despises His Birthright (00:09:56–00:13:03, Chapter 5)
• Stealing the Blessing (00:17:26–00:20:59, Chapter 7)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
In order to better understand Jacob’s and Esau’s individual responses to the family inheritance, it’s important to briefly assess each man. As
you begin this theme discussion, take some time to consider the characters of Jacob and Esau and how they are portrayed in the film. Based
on what you know of their lives, discuss their personalities, preferences and priorities, and how these things shape each brother’s perspective.

Jacob and Esau, despite being twins, are incredibly different individuals. The disparity between the brothers is evident even during their time
in the womb, when Rebekah receives a prophetic word fromYahweh concerning her children and their futures.

SCENE TO REVIEW: REBEKAH’S PRAYER (00:00:43–00:04:27, CHAPTER 2)
• How does this opening scene demonstrate the difficulty of Rebekah’s pregnancy?
What does she say about the past nine months in terms of her physical stress and exhaustion?

• Considering this physical turmoil, how does her difficulty serve as a foreshadowing
of the trouble that will emerge between Jacob and Esau?

• What doesYahweh’s prophecy (read Genesis 25:23, see Scriptures Referenced) mean to Rebekah?
How does the prophecy further establish the division between the brothers?

• How does the prophecy upend Isaac and Rebekah’s family customs? Why might this be
a factor in determining how Jacob and Esau value and respond to Isaac’s inheritance?

Esau, as the eldest son, possesses the family birthright, meaning he is entitled to a double portion of his father’s inheritance and the role of
spiritual leader.Yet, Esau dedicates his life and talents to hunting, largely unencumbered by familial expectations. One day, after an uneventful
hunt, a starving Esau makes a horrible trade, and his carelessness costs him more than some wild game.



SCENE TO REVIEW: ESAU DESPISES HIS BIRTHRIGHT
(00:09:56–00:13:03, CHAPTER 5)
• What do you think of Esau’s decision to trade his birthright
for soup? What do his actions say about his appreciation (or lack thereof) for his inheritance?

• What does this scene reveal about Esau’s desire for instant gratification?
How would this scene have played out differently if Esau was of a more eternal mindset?

• Part of Genesis 25:34 (see Scriptures Referenced) says, “So Esau despised his birthright.”
Why does the Bible choose the word despised? What does this word choice convey?

• Considering Esau’s behavior – both denying his birthright and valuing temporal things – what could we learn about appreciating the
spiritual inheritance God has for us?

READ MATTHEW 16:26 (SEE SCRIPTURES REFERENCED).
• How does this verse apply to Esau? What is the “whole world” that Esau gains in his moment of desperation?
Is it worth his soul? Why or why not?

• Can you relate to Matthew 16:26? Why is it so difficult to appreciate and honor our spiritual inheritance?
How can we prevent ourselves from acting as Esau does?

In contrast to Esau, Jacob is portrayed as a calmer, quieter man who is attentive to his family’s heritage, and his response to the inheritance
is a fascinating combination of uncertainty, strategy and deception. Undoubtedly, Rebekah plays a role in convincing Jacob to usurp Esau’s
claim, and her actions account for some of Jacob’s initial uncertainty regarding the inheritance. However, it isn’t long before Jacob is making
calculated moves of his own accord (the birthright, for example) and committing to a deceptive plan that will change the course of his life.

SCENE TO REVIEW: STEALING THE BLESSING (00:17:26–00:20:59, CHAPTER 7)
• What does this scene reveal about Jacob’s response to the inheritance? In your opinion, does he value the blessing? Why or why not?
• Compare and contrast the two brothers. How is Jacob’s attitude toward the inheritance different than Esau’s?
How is it similar? Is one better than the other? How so?

Throughout the Bible, God is very clear about Jacob’s place as heir to Isaac (for example, read Deuteronomy 32:9 – see Scriptures Referenced).
However, Jacob spends most of his life strategizing, taking matters into his own hands rather than trusting in God’s greater plan.

• Knowing that he is indeed the chosen vessel for God’s inheritance, why does Jacob force God’s prophecy
through undesirable means such as manipulation and deception?

• What lessons can we learn from Jacob’s response to the inheritance? How can we mimic his desire for God’s promises,
yet restrain from falling into the trap of self-sufficiency?

• Even though Jacob is God’s chosen, his sinful choices cost him dearly.
What consequences does Jacob suffer for his response to God’s inheritance?

Take some time to read the following verses: 1 Corinthians 2:9, 2 Corinthians 6:18, Ephesians 1:13–14, 1 Peter 1:8–9 and Revelation 21:7
(see Scriptures Referenced).

• What are your thoughts on these passages? How do they each present a different aspect
of the beautiful inheritance God has in store for his people?

• How might these verses inspire us to a greater appreciation for God’s blessing?
Why is it important to take a stand and respond to our eternal inheritance?

As you conclude this theme discussion, take a moment to consider your thoughts and posture concerning God’s inheritance for you.
Instead of acting like Esau, who despises his birthright and later weeps over his loss (Hebrews 12:17, see Scriptures Referenced),
consider ways to respond to and appreciate God’s blessings – both temporary and eternal – in the present. And, despite Jacob’s mistakes,
dwell on the positives, such as his earnest desire for the things of God. Reflect on ways to implement that passion
in response to your own birthright and blessing.



• Genesis 39:2 (NIV): “The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master.”
• Genesis 39:21–23 (NIV): “…the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.
So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there.
The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.”

• Genesis 45:7–8 (NIV): “But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth
and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God.”

• 1 Samuel 2:7–8 (NIV): “The Lord sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor.”

• Psalm 91:11 (NIV): “For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.”
• Proverbs 20:24 (NIV): “A man’s steps are directed by the Lord. How then can anyone understand his own way?”
• Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV): “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’”

• Matthew 10:30 (NIV): “And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
• Romans 5:3 (NIV): “…but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”

• Romans 8:28 (NIV): “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.”

SCENES TO REVIEW
• Potiphar’s Discovery (01:04:22–01:05:42, Chapter 20)
• Joseph Sent to Prison (01:13:26–01:17:34, Chapter 23)
• An Audience with Pharaoh (01:21:15–01:25:48, Chapter 24)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
God’s providence courses through the heart of the Bible, and one of the stories that beautifully showcases this amazing theme is that of Joseph.
At first glance, Joseph’s life seems to be a dreadful one, marked by a caravan of horrible circumstances. Upon closer inspection, though, it becomes
evident that God’s providence is at work behind the scenes, sustaining Joseph and placing him in perfect position each step of the journey.

After his brothers sell him into slavery, Joseph arrives in Egypt and manages to catch Potiphar’s eye with his ability to read and write. So, not
only does God use the brothers’ anger to bring about Joseph’s change of address (a necessary step in the overall plan), God also places Joseph
in Potiphar’s line of sight, completing the next phase of Joseph’s divine appointment.

SCENE TO REVIEW: POTIPHAR’S DISCOVERY
(01:04:22–01:05:42, CHAPTER 20)
• How is Potiphar portrayed in the movie? How would you describe him?
What are your immediate reactions to his character in this, his introductory scene?

• In what way does the use of Potiphar further reflect God’s providence?
What are your thoughts on God’s ability to use anyone or anything for his plans?

• Even though this is a brief scene, it reflects several aspects of God’s providence
in Joseph’s life. How is God working on Joseph’s behalf?

• How has God prepared Joseph for his meeting with Potiphar?
Think about Joseph’s early life and circumstances – how have those events
trained Joseph for this moment?

SCRIPTURES REFERENCED

Guiding Scripture: Romans 8:28 (NIV):
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.”



READ GENESIS 39:2 (SEE SCRIPTURES REFERENCED).
• How does this verse testify to God’s providence where Joseph is concerned?
What does the passage say about God’s blessing in Joseph’s life?

Joseph’s employment with Potiphar comes to an end in an abrupt and ugly way.
Potiphar’s wife, failing in her attempts to seduce Joseph, switches strategies and accuses Joseph of rape.
Potiphar burns with anger and imprisons his former employee. With Potiphar’s decision, though, comes
God’s providence once again, because prison is exactly where Joseph needs to be.

SCENE TO REVIEW: JOSEPH SENT TO PRISON (01:13:26–01:17:34, CHAPTER 23)
• Read Genesis 39:21–23 (see Scriptures Referenced).
How does God watch over Joseph according to this verse and this scene? Point to specific examples in each.

• Why is it important for Joseph to be imprisoned?
What’s behind God’s purpose in sending Joseph to prison on faulty charges?

• Place yourself in Joseph’s shoes. What would you be thinking and feeling as you look back
over your life of rejection, pain and suffering? Would you see any hope?

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING VERSES IN LIGHT OF GOD’S PROVIDENCE: PSALM 91:11, PROVERBS 20:24
AND MATTHEW 10:30 (SEE SCRIPTURES REFERENCED).
• How do these verses relate to the concept of God’s providence? What specific promises are established in these passages?
• What relevance do the verses have to Joseph’s imprisonment? How do God’s promises of protection and salvation apply to his predicament?

In prison, Joseph demonstrates his ability – through God’s power – to interpret dreams. This ability grants him favor with Egyptian officials
as Pharaoh begins to suffer from terrifying and prophetic dreams. When no one else can correctly interpret the Pharaoh’s thoughts, the chief
cupbearer remembers Joseph. As Joseph is summoned and takes his place in front of Pharaoh, God’s providential hand covers him, and Joseph
begins to understand his purpose.

SCENE TO REVIEW: AN AUDIENCE WITH PHARAOH (01:21:15–01:25:48, CHAPTER 24)
• Others try and fail to interpret the Pharaoh’s dreams. Why, then, is Joseph able to stand before the Pharaoh
and offer the correct answer with such confidence?

• Throughout the scene, how does Pharaoh react and respond to Joseph?
At what point does Pharaoh realize that Joseph is more than a Hebrew prisoner?

• How does God’s providence sustain Joseph throughout this interaction?
Think, too, of ways that God prepares Joseph prior to the meeting and then provides for him after.

READ JEREMIAH 29:11 AND ROMANS 8:28 (SEE SCRIPTURES REFERENCED).
• How do these verses speak to Joseph’s life? Examine the course of his rise to power in Egypt in light of these promises of God.
• What about your own life? How can you trust in these verses to know that God has a plan for you,
despite the difficulty of some of life’s circumstances?

• What lessons can we draw from Joseph’s life regarding God’s providence?
How is it possible that such an arduous chain of events could lead to something great?

Toward the end of his story, Joseph realizes that God used his life to preserve the remnant of Jacob (Genesis 45:7–8, see Scriptures Referenced).
Joseph – the outcast, the slave, the prisoner – secures the future of Jacob’s family and, subsequently, the Inheritance of the world, Jesus Christ.

As you conclude this theme discussion, read 1 Samuel 2:7–8 and Romans 5:3 (see Scriptures Referenced). Discuss the beauty of God’s providence
in Joseph’s story and in your own.



SCRIPTURES REFERENCED

Guiding Scripture: Colossians 3:13 (NIV):
“Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

• Genesis 50:20 (NIV): “You intended to harmme, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”
• Psalm 103:12 (NIV): “…as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”
• Proverbs 20:22 (NIV): “Do not say, ‘I’ll pay you back for this wrong!’Wait for the Lord, and he will deliver you.”
• Micah 7:19 (NIV): “You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot
and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.”

• Matthew 5:44–45 (NIV): “But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons
of your father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”

• Matthew 11:28–29 (NIV): “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”

• Matthew 18:21–22 (NIV): “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?
Up to seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.’”

• Romans 12:21 (NIV): “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
• Colossians 3:13 (NIV): “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

• Hebrews 4:16 (NIV): “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

SCENES TO REVIEW
• The Brothers Imprisoned (01:28:03–01:31:17, Chapter 26)
• Joseph Sees Benjamin (01:34:47–01:37:59, Chapter 27)
• Joseph’s Identity Disclosed (01:38:00–01:42:28, Chapter 28)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
For Joseph, as is the case for many people, forgiveness is a work in progress. Having endured severe pain and loss at the hands of his brothers,
Joseph finds it difficult to instantly forgive his siblings’ transgressions when they eventually (and surprisingly) meet in Egypt.

SCENE TO REVIEW: THE BROTHERS IMPRISONED (01:28:03–01:31:17, CHAPTER 26)
• At the beginning of this scene, Joseph has the advantage in realizing that the men standing before him are his brothers.
What is his reaction to this discovery?

• As the audience, we are privy to some of the personal turmoil Joseph endures in the interactions with his brothers.
Describe Joseph’s emotional arc in this scene.

• Why does Joseph decide to withhold his identity? What purpose does it serve for him to maintain his secret
and continue in his role as Egyptian overseer?

• How might this scene demonstrate the beginning of Joseph’s path toward forgiveness?
What are some indications that he could be working toward reconciliation?

READ MATTHEW 5:44–45, MATTHEW 18:21–22 AND HEBREWS 4:16 (SEE SCRIPTURES REFERENCED).
• When a person needs strength and encouragement to forgive – in a situation similar to Joseph’s – how do these verses
provide that very power to begin the healing process?

• Why are we encouraged to approach the throne of grace (Hebrews) in our time of need?
What will we find if we place ourselves at God’s mercy?

Joseph’s hesitancy to forgive is understandable. The last time he saw his brothers, they abandoned him in a well and then decided it
would be better to sell him into slavery. Essentially, Joseph bore the brunt of his brothers’ intense anger and jealousy – and that is
difficult to forget.

Gradually though, God works in Joseph’s heart. Even as Joseph’s emotional confusion compels him to manufacture reasons
to interact with his brothers, God works behind the scenes to bring Joseph to a place of forgiveness and healing.



SCENE TO REVIEW: JOSEPH SEES BENJAMIN (01:34:47–01:37:59, CHAPTER 27)
• How is Joseph different in this scene than in his first two encounters with his brothers?
What might account for the difference in his attitude and general manner?

• Why does Joseph’s hardened countenance seem to soften when he hears of his father
and when he sees Benjamin? Does he seem more willing to forgive at that point?

• At the end of the scene, Joseph says, “My God. Make me forgive.” How does Joseph’s prayer
reveal his turmoil? Does he want to forgive his brothers? Why or why not?

READ PROVERBS 20:22 AND MATTHEW 11:28–29 (SEE SCRIPTURES REFERENCED).
• How does Joseph seemingly embody the Matthew passage at the end of this scene?
How can this verse inspire us to look to God for peace amidst our weariness?

• What straightforward message is found in Proverbs 20:22? Does this passage relate to the process of forgiveness? If so, how?

When Joseph prays, “Make me forgive,” the Lord answers. The brothers are brought back before Joseph, and the silver cup is discovered in Benjamin’s
satchel. Just as Joseph decides to retain Benjamin as a slave, Judah steps forward and offers to take Benjamin’s place in a powerful intercessory statement.
Judah’s willingness to take his brother’s place and enter into servitude overwhelms Joseph, and he realizes he can no longer disguise his true identity.

SCENE TO REVIEW: JOSEPH’S IDENTITY DISCLOSED (01:38:00–01:42:28, CHAPTER 28)
• At the beginning of the scene, Joseph references an idea found in Romans 12:21 (see Scriptures Referenced).
How are Joseph’s words relevant on several levels?

• What do you think of Judah’s speech? Does he seem like the same man who conspired against his brother so long ago? Is there any proof of change?
• What about the rest of the brothers? As best you can tell, do they shoulder a burden or any semblance of remorse for their actions
regarding Joseph? Why or why not?

• Why does Judah’s intercessory offer impact Joseph to such a degree? How do Judah’s words serve to defeat Joseph’s remaining
unwillingness to forgive his brothers?

• At the end of the scene, how does Joseph’s forgiveness finally come to fruition?

READ GENESIS 50:20 (SEE SCRIPTURES REFERENCED).
• Think about Joseph’s words. How do they demonstrate his much-deserved peace and acceptance concerning his brothers’ actions?
Do his words convey forgiveness?

Ultimately, forgiveness comes from God. After all, Jesus Christ was the physical manifestation of God’s desire to forgive sin and bridge
the gap between himself and mankind. Psalm 103:12 and Micah 7:19 (see Scriptures Referenced) represent just two of the many verses
dedicated to the work God does amidst his standing offer of merciful forgiveness. Through him, we find strength to forgive others,
even if the forgiveness is, like Joseph’s, a work in progress.

As you conclude this theme discussion, read Colossians 3:13 (see Scriptures Referenced). Take some time to prayerfully consider the simple
command: “Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

FINAL THOUGHTS
• Discuss Jacob’s relationships with Leah and Rachel.What do you think of these marriages?Why does Jacob so blatantly favor Rachel over Leah?
• What are your thoughts on the character of Laban? How is his deception of Jacob (the 14-year work program)
reminiscent of the deception that Jacob employs against Esau?

• Joseph’s coat is a famous garment. What does the coat symbolize and how (and why) does it set off the now
infamous chain of events that bring Joseph to Egypt?

• Discuss the importance of dreams. Why might dreams be so prevalent in these stories? Think back through the movie
and talk about the various dreams that occur.

• How do the costumes contribute to the authenticity of the film? Consider the transition from Canaan to Haran to Egypt
and how the costumes evolve from region to region.

This and other scripture-based study guides available
at www.affirmfilms.com/guides


