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About the Film

Thr3e is a riveting psychological 
thriller about a young seminary 
student, Kevin Parson (Marc 
Blucas), who joins forces with a 
criminal psychologist, Jennifer 
Peters (Justine Waddell), to 
put a stop to the activities of a 
psychopathic killer. Together they 
must unravel the killer’s riddles 
and catch him before he strikes 
again.  But the closer they get, the 
more twisted the path becomes. 
Based on the award-winning 
novel by Christian author Ted 
Dekker, and directed by Robby 
Henson, Thr3e enters a world 
where nothing is what it seems.

About the Discussion 
Guide

Thr3e is a film for teens and 
adults. It provides an opportunity 
to discuss humanity’s battle 
between good and evil that began 
in the Garden of Eden with the 
Fall of Man. Understanding the 
themes of the film–the conflict 
between light and darkness, the 
consequences of yielding to sin, 
and the importance of confession 
to God–is the reason these 
and other topics are addressed 
in the movie and why we’ve 
created this Discussion Guide. 
With this booklet, you can 
utilize the messages in Thr3e 
as a group discussion tool.

The lessons are supplemented with 
movie clips you’ve either received 
or downloaded online. These clips 
were specifically selected to help 
you set the tone and furnish the 
context for your discussion or Bible 
study. There are also suggested 
scriptures for your group to study 
in-depth, and we’ve provided 
several discussion provoking 
questions based on the different 
scenes. This guide is an easy way 
to kick-start interesting discussions 
within your small group, and it 
works without any of your group 
having seen the film. However, it is 
recommended that you announce 
your intentions of using the film 
clips ahead of time. For example, 
the week before you intend to 
have a clip-oriented discussion, 
you might show the film trailer 
(included with the clips) to 
your group or congregation and 
let them know that you will 
incorporate it into your discussion 
the following week (or the next 
time you meet). This will allow 
your members the opportunity 
to view the film themselves (rent 
or purchase) if they so desire.

Discussions

In an effort to help you reinforce 
the themes and messages of Thr3e, 
we have chosen clips from the film 
that you can show to your group. 
These clips can be downloaded 
online at www.foxfaith.com or 
shown through a specially made 
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DVD that you can request at the 
same website. These DVD clips are 
followed up with questions and 
scripture found in the Discussion 
Guide. The questions should 
draw your group members into 
a conversation about what they 
have just seen. It is not necessary 
to tackle these topics in a row or 
all in one session. If you would 
prefer just to cover one or two, 
feel free. It is all up to you.

First of all, introduce the 
discussion by saying something 
like this: “We’re going to talk 
about several topics that relate to 
the conflict between good and 
evil, the consequences of yielding 
to sin, and the importance of 
confession to God. We have some 
scenes from the movie Thr3e that 
we are going to watch and then 
analyze to see what we can learn 
from them.” Next, give a brief 
overview of the film. Then, play 
the clip you have selected. Once 
the clip plays, then open the floor 
for discussion using the questions 
and scriptures that are provided or 
use some of your own. To finish, 
you can close each session by 
giving the brief “Lesson to Learn” 
provided at the end of the topic.

NOTE Since some of your group 
members have likely not seen the 
film, it is a good idea to provide 
them with the context of the clip 
before watching it. This can be 

found in the italicized text that 
precedes the questions and scripture 
references for that particular clip.

Please keep in mind that you do 
not have to get through all the 
clips in order to have a successful 
discussion. Also, you do not need 
to sacrifice a good conversation to 
finish the scenes. As we mentioned 
above, discussion times go best 
when you allow freedom, but still 
provide the framework that will 
point to lessons in God’s word. 

DARKNESS  
VERSUS LIGHT

Clip: Seminary Classroom
Throughout Thr3e there is a 
conflict between good and evil 
embodied in the character of 
Kevin Parson. In this scene, the 
seminary professor indicates that 
the struggle between light and 
darkness in humanity is ongoing, 
beginning with the Fall of Man.
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Questions

 Th e Fall of Man occurred 
in the Garden of Eden. Read 
Genesis 2:15-17 & 3:1-5. What 
strategy did Satan use to entice 
Eve to disregard God’s rules 
regarding the garden? Give an 
example of how Satan employs 
the same tactics today.
 

 When Adam and Eve ate the 
fruit from the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, what were the 
immediate consequences of their 
disobedience? Read Genesis 3:6-10. 
How did their guilt aff ect their 
relationship with God?  Is the same 
true today when we sin? Discuss.

 Once their disobedience was 
revealed, how did Adam and 
Eve try to justify their actions? 
Read Genesis 3:11-13. Give 
examples from history or current 
events where individuals explain 
their sin in the same manner.

 Read Genesis 3:17-19. How 
were Adam and Eve’s future, 
and the future of all humanity, 
altered by the choices they made 
in the garden? What was God’s 
initial plan for His creation? Read 
Genesis 1:27-30 for the answer.

 In spite of Adam’s failure to 
be obedient, God has a plan for 
humankind. Read Romans 5:15-
19. From this scripture reading, 
explain how Jesus Christ’s death 
has made a diff erence for us. What 
do you have to do to benefi t from 
what Jesus Christ did on the cross? 

Lesson to Learn

Thr3e brings us to the realization 
that in each person there is an 
ongoing struggle between darkness 
and light–staying true to the 
good or letting evil overtake us.
As the seminary professor 
indicates, the confl ict is not new. 
It began in the Garden of Eden 
where God placed His creation 
with only one restriction–not 
to eat the fruit from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. We 
read in Genesis that the situation is 
idyllic. Adam and Eve have access 
to the bounty in the garden. Th e 
animals are subject to the couple, 
but fear does not exist between 
them. Th ere is no disease, physical 
pain, emotional suff ering or death. 
It is truly a paradise where the 
couple experience fellowship with 
God. But then temptation enters 
on the scene. Subtly the serpent 
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draws Eve into a theological 
discussion with a question that 
is obviously inaccurate, “Did 
God really say, ‘You must not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?” 
Undoubtedly, the serpent knows 
this is an overstatement, but now 
he has her attention. His question 
causes her to focus on what she 
doesn’t have, rather than all the 
abundance and beauty available to 
her in the garden. As she begins to 
doubt God, Evil’s voice overrides 
her common sense. She disobeys 
God’s command by eating the 
fruit from the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, bringing Adam 
along with her as he eats the fruit; 
consequently the fall of mankind.

In the same way that eating the 
forbidden fruit opens Adam and 
Eve’s eyes to their nakedness, it also 
creates guilt and 
lost fellowship 
with God. At 
that moment, 
they gain 
knowledge of 
good and evil, 
but at a terrible 
price. Their 
punishment, 
besides 
being 
forced to 
leave the 
garden, is 

ultimately death as told in Genesis 
3:19 “…for dust you are and 
to dust you will return.” From 
paradise to a painful existence, 
their future and all mankind’s 
are changed by their choice.

Fortunately, God has “Plan 
B”. Even though death was 
Satan’s strategy through Adam’s 
disobedience, we can have life 
because of Jesus Christ’s obedience 
to die on the cross for our sins. 
As the apostle Paul talks about in 
Romans, forgiveness and eternal 
life is a gift. All we have to do is 
repent and accept Christ as our 
Savior. The Bible tells us, “The sin 
of this one man, Adam, caused 
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death to be king over all, but 
all who will take God’s gift of 
forgiveness and acquittal are kings 
of life because of this one man, 
Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:17 LB)

Our relationship with Jesus 
Christ doesn’t mean that we won’t 
struggle against the voice of evil 
(Satan), but it means that we have 
an assurance that with Jesus, we 
can call upon Him for strength. 
Jesus says, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” (John 
8:12) Th rough the Holy Spirit, 
all of Christ’s resources, riches, 
grace, wisdom and power are 
available to us. Th at’s comforting 
news as we stand against evil.

BATTLEFIELD OF 
THE MIND

Clip: The Struggle
In this scene, the terrible 
internal confl ict that Kevin 
Parson experiences is revealed. 

Questions
 It isn’t uncommon to struggle with 

sin. Th e Bible off ers us examples of 
people who fall to its enticement. 
One is King David in 2 Samuel 
11:2-5. What emotions does Satan 
use to tempt David? How do the 
king’s desires and thoughts progress? 
What should the king have done 
to avoid falling to temptation?

 Once King David commits 
adultery and he learns of 
Bathsheba’s pregnancy, how does 
he try to fi nd a way to cover up 
his sin? Read 2 Samuel 11:6-
13. Why does David’s plan go 
awry? How does Uriah’s code of 
ethics compare with the king’s?

 Besides the sin of adultery, 
King David succumbs to another 
temptation. Read 2 Samuel 
11:14-16 and identify what 
thoughts lead him to commit 
this sin. Is his eventual marriage 
to Bathsheba a way to right his 
wrong? Why or why not?

 Temptation to sin comes to us 
in many ways. Name some areas 
where Satan tempts us. Next, see 
what Paul says in Romans 7:21-
25 about struggling with sin. 
Paraphrase Paul’s statements using 
your own words. How does Paul’s 
personal struggle make you feel?

 Give an example of a news 
account in recent years that 
shows how temptation can 
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take control of an individual 
and lead to unspeakable sin. 
How did the temptation in 
this circumstance begin? When 
you are tempted, what is your 
strategy for resisting evil? Read 
I Corinthians 10:12-13. What 
can we learn from these verses?

Lesson to Learn

Kevin Parson is an extreme 
example of how our mind can 
lead us to commit acts that are 
unthinkable to the rational mind. 
Yet, evil starts innocently enough 
with a thought and progresses to a 
sinful action. The Bible illustrates 
this in the story of King David. 
By chance, he unintentionally 
sees Bathsheba bathing in the 
cool of the evening. From his 
palace rooftop, the king has the 
opportunity to turn away and 
return to his chambers. Instead, 
he lingers unnoticed, enjoying the 
luxury of observing this naked 
woman. Even at this point, he 
could have chosen to take control 
of his thoughts and turn his back 
on the lust he is experiencing. 
However, his desire increases to 

the point where he feels he must 
follow through on his thoughts 
and pursue this woman. 

Perhaps, when King David 
inquires about Bathsheba, he 
rationalizes that he is only 
gathering information. After 
all, if she is single he can bring 
her to his bed as another one 
of his wives or concubines. But 
even when he learns that she is 
married, rather than calling out 
to God for strength, he sends for 
her with the intention of sleeping 
with her. Once he has committed 
adultery–an act that will eventually 
be obvious with her pregnancy–he 
knows that he must cover up his 
misdeed. The king is certainly 
aware of the Old Testament 
law that says that adultery is 
punishable by death. (Leviticus 
20:10)  So, in an effort to avert 
discovery, David attempts to get 
Uriah to sleep with Bathsheba right 
away by bringing him in from a 
battle in the field.  However, Uriah 
doesn’t go home to Bathsheba 
because he believes that behavior 
would be unethical while the 
other troops are under hardship. 
As a result, David’s plan fails and 
the evil escalates, ending with the 
death of Bathsheba’s husband on 
the front lines of the army’s battle.

Who would have thought that 
King David was capable of 
ordering the death of an innocent 
and principled man? In Thr3e the 
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professor reminds his class that 
St. Augustine believed that evil 
was beyond the reach of no man. 
Unquestionably, King David is 
a prime example. His thoughts 
led him to a terrible action, 
one that he regretted and that 
received punishment from God. 

Today, we see evil overpowering 
people in much the same 
way. Individuals held in high 
esteem–politicians, CEO’s, and 
even television ministers–fall to 
temptation. The lure comes in 
many forms: greed, lust, power, 
envy, pride, anger and more. 
In the end, the initial emotion 
has escalated to actions that 
seem astonishing, leaving us to 
ask how this could happen.

We may look at these 
highly visible people 
and think that 
what happened 
to them 
will never 
happen 
to us. 

But Satan is constantly on the 
move, looking for a weakness in 
our psyche, a place where he can 
tempt us. It can start innocently 
as it did with Eve’s conversation in 
the garden, or King David’s stroll 
on his palace rooftop. However, 
that’s not where it stops unless we 
turn away from the temptation.

The apostle Paul confirms in 
Romans 7 that avoiding sin 
isn’t easy. He talks about his 
personal battle of the mind–a 
war against evil–that can only be 
overcome through Jesus Christ. 
The scriptures assure us in I 
Corinthians 10:13 that we can 
resist wrongdoing, “No test or 
temptation that comes your way is 

beyond the course of what 
others have had to 

face. All you need 
to remember is 

that God will 
never let 
you down; 
he’ll never 
let you be 
pushed 
past your 

limit; he’ll 
always be there 

to help you come 
through it.” (MSG) 

How wonderful to 
have this promise–
one that we can 
count on when evil 

whispers in our ear.
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ALL ABOUT ME–NOT

Clip: Abuse
Th e deep confl ict that Kevin 
Parson endures is a result 
of abuse from his adoptive 
parent, Aunt Belinda. 
Tragically, Kevin’s problems 
are a by-product of her sin.

Questions

 Read what the Bible says about 
sinful actions by parents in Exodus 
34:6-8 & Deuteronomy 5:8-10. 
Next, discuss how God expects 
parents to treat their children. 
Read Ephesians 6:4 for insight. 
What emotion does this passage 
specifi cally mention? Why?

 Th e Bible provides many 
examples of sin and the pain 
it causes others. Read about 
Cain and Abel in Genesis 4:3-9. 
What emotion motivated Cain 
to take Abel’s life? Why does 
God warn Cain about his anger 
when he brings his off ering to 
the Lord? Who, besides Abel, 
were ultimately hurt by Cain’s 
escalating temper and sinful 
deed? Discuss some other stories 
in the Bible where thoughts 
and emotions lead to despicable 
actions with painful results.

 Th e story of King David and 
Bathsheba illustrates how one’s 
sin is far reaching. How did 
the king’s sin of adultery and 
murder ultimately aff ect others? 
Read 2 Samuel 11:16-27 & 

12:7-14. Discuss what it is in 
our nature that brings about sin 
and ultimately pain for others? 
Th ink of some catchphrases 
you’ve seen or heard that 
promote egocentric thinking.

 What preventive measures 
can we take when we feel strong 
emotions, like anger, envy, or 
lust, entering our minds? Read 
some tips in the scriptures: 
Ephesians 6:10-18, Philippians 
4:8-9, Psalm 37:8 & Proverbs 
19:11. Discuss what you have 
learned from these verses.

Lesson to Learn

Kevin Parson’s troubled adulthood 
may be a direct result of his 
living with an abusive aunt, a 
woman who seems to resent the 
responsibility of an additional 
child. Because of his mistreatment, 
Kevin has compartmentalized his 
emotions, submerging his anger 
by locking it away in the recesses 
of his mind. However, at the 
seminary his emotions and old 
memories rise to the surface as 
he studies and prepares his thesis. 
Th e result is his progression into 
darkness where evil takes hold 
and he acts on his deep anger.

Unfortunately, Kevin is a victim of 
his past and the sinful, shameful 
actions of his aunt. His situation 
and psychotic behavior is atypical. 
Nonetheless, the Bible specifi cally 
tells parents to not scold and 
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nag their children, making them 
angry and resentful, but rather 
bring them up with loving 
discipline. Certainly, God knows 
how anger can open the door 
to unbelievable evil, sins that 
aren’t beyond the reach of any 
individual. Domestic violence, 
child abuse, revenge, or murder–all 
can often be traced to anger. 
How sad it is when Satan gains 
control through our emotions. 

Sin, whether it’s a result of acting 
on anger or some other emotion, 
affects others. Look at King David 
and how his lust brings about not 
only the murder of Uriah in battle, 
but the death of other soldiers who 
were intentionally put in harm’s 
way as well. David’s sinfulness even 
leads to other consequences. For 
example, Bathsheba experiences 
deep grief over the loss of her 
husband, ultimately suffering 
even more when her young son 
dies. This effect of sin can also 
be seen in the story of Joseph 
where his brothers sell him into 
slavery. Imagine the suffering that 
their father feels for years when 
he thinks his son is dead, not to 
mention all that Joseph endures. 
Or think about the story of Cain 
and Abel. Cain’s deep jealousy 
and anger escalates to murder, 
leaving Abel dead and his parents 
mourning the loss of their son and 
all that his future held for them.

Selfish acts occurred in biblical 
times and they happen today, also. 
We live in an era when society–
more than ever before–encourages 
us to be egocentric. On television, 
radio, and in magazines we’re 
inundated with enticing images 
and catchy slogans that promote 
self-centered living. But the truth 
is, life is not all about us, satisfying 
whatever desires we have. And 
ultimately, there is a price to 
pay for sinful actions; painful 
separation from God and the hurt 
we bring to others. That’s why the 
scriptures urge us to stand firm in 
our faith and hold fast against evil, 
“…let us not get tired of doing 
what is right, for after a while we 
will reap a harvest of blessing if we 
don’t get discouraged and give up. 
(Ephesians 6:9 LB) So, let’s strive to 
live righteous lives that will keep 
us in a close relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Because when we follow 
God’s rules we will have peace and 
we may be an inspiration to others. 

CONFESSION

Clip: A Message 
Clip: TV Disclosure
In the first scene, Kevin Parson 
discovers a surprising message on 
the side of his car, the first of many 
taunts that follow. In the second 
scene, his constant torment results 
in a public television confession, 
but peace continues to elude him.
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Questions

 Shame often follows sinful 
behavior. Discuss how Judas felt 
after betraying Jesus in Matthew 
27:3-5. Note the diff erence in 
attitude in the next scripture 
reading of Genesis 4:8-12. How 
did Cain respond to God’s 
questioning in verse 9? Based 
on this scripture, how does God 
feel about lack of remorse?

 Th e Bible says that we will reap 
what we sow. Read Galatians 6:7-9 
& Romans 6:23. Discuss what 
some of the consequences may 
be for sowing to please our sinful 
nature. Th ink about an area in 
your life where you need to sow to 
please God rather than yourself. 

 Read Psalm 32:1-5 and discuss 
how David handled his guilt. 
What did his confession to God 
accomplish? Read the following 
scriptures and list the benefi ts of 
repentance before God: Isaiah 
1:18, I John 1:9 & James 5:16.

Lesson to Learn

Kevin Parson experiences a deep 
sense of guilt about his hatred for 
his aunt. Even though the anger 
may seem to be justifi ed because 
of her abuse, nevertheless, his 
eventual attempt on her life is 
equally appalling. Th is is why we 
are told in the Bible to let go of 
anger before Satan can use it to 
tempt us to sin. We should search 
our hearts daily and confess our 
shortcomings before the Lord. 

Sometimes though, we may decide 
to bury our sins deep within our 
heart, thinking that our secrets are 
safe. But nothing hides from God. 
In the same way that God knew 
why Adam and Eve were hiding 
in the garden, the Lord knows 
our heart. However, He values 
honesty, wanting us to confess 
our wrong thoughts or deeds so 
we can reestablish our friendship 
with Him. Sin causes separation. 
In spite of our transgression, 
God wants to draw us close to 
Him. We read in the Bible how 
King David repents before the 
Lord and how God forgives him, 
renewing their relationship. 

We, too, can do the same. It 
takes so little to confess in 
comparison with what it took for 
God to provide forgiveness and 
reconciliation to us through the 
sacrifi ce of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
Shouldn’t we recognize ourselves 
as sinners and repent? It costs us so 
little when it cost God so much.   
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Thr3e is a riveting psychological thriller about a young seminary 
student, Kevin Parson (Marc Blucas) who joins forces with a criminal 
psychologist, Jennifer Peters (Justine Waddell) to thwart the activities 

of a psychopathic killer. Together they must unravel the killer’s 
riddles and catch him before he strikes again.  But the closer they 

get, the more twisted the path becomes. Based on the award-winning 
novel by Christian author Ted Dekker, and directed by Robby 
Henson, Thr3e enters a world where nothing is what it seems.

Th e Discussion Guide draws out the themes in the fi lm and provides 
an opportunity to discuss the confl ict between good and evil, the 

consequences of yielding to sin, and the importance of confession to God. 
Th ese and other topics are complete with thought provoking questions, 
related scriptures, and helpful lessons. To supplement the lessons, clips 

from the movie have been off ered as a visual aid. Th ese clips are available 
for download at www.foxfaith.com or may be shown through a specially 

made DVD that you can request at the same website. Th e clips and 
the guide, used in Sunday school classes, other small groups, or by 
parents will provide you with an opportunity to initiate discussion.

For more information and additional Church 
Resource material, go to www.foxfaith.com.
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