
Henry Poole had a comfortable 
life and a beautiful fiancée. But 
just when it seemed that the 
future couldn’t look any brighter, 
a visit to the doctor’s office cast 
a dark cloud over his sunny 
outlook. Shattered, Henry now 
wants nothing more from life 
than to simply vanish into his 
surroundings, and what better 
way to accomplish that than to 
purchase a cookie-cutter house in 
a working-class suburb and spend 
his remaining days wasting away 
in peaceful solitude? 

Unfortunately for Henry, his 
new neighbors aren’t about to let 
the handsome newcomer spend 
his days in an isolated funk. The 
first to stop by and welcome him 
to his new home is Esperanza, 
who comes a-knocking with a 

fresh plate of homemade tamales 
and a laundry list of questions. 
Then the beautiful but sad-eyed 
Dawn and her taciturn six-year-
old daughter, Millie enter his 
life, along with a grocery store 
clerk who sees much through her 
thick, coke-bottle glasses. When 
Esperanza discovers a water stain 
on his stucco wall that seems 
to possess miraculous powers, 
Henry’s self-imposed exile begins 
to crumble. Soon Esperanza 
is leading pilgrimages to the 
“holy site” in his back yard and 
Henry is made to face the cold 
reality of his own hopelessness. 
As skeptical as he may be about 
the supposed healing powers of 
the image, he cannot deny the 
soothing effects of caring human 
contact, nor the transformational 
power of hope restored.
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Given a bleak diagnosis during 
a routine doctor’s checkup, a 
man who had it all just wants to 
disappear into the neighborhood 
of his youth and spend his last 
days subsisting on booze and 
junk food. Wanting nothing 
more than to simply vanish into 
his surroundings, Henry Poole is 
disrupted by friendly neighbors 
who take an interest in the 
newcomer. Smitten on one side 
by an enchanting single mom, 
and irked on the other by a local 
busybody who believes that a 
stain on his stucco wall holds 
miraculous powers, Henry finds it 
impossible to simply sulk himself 
into oblivion. With the added 
influence of beautiful Dawn’s 
mysterious six-year-old daughter, 
Millie, and the irrepressible grocery 
clerk Patience, Henry finds his self-
imposed exile – and determined 
hopelessness – shattered. As 
skeptical as Henry may be about 
the nature of the curious image on 
his wall, there is no denying the 
life-giving love that has entered 
his life through those drawn to 
it. Luke Wilson, Radha Mitchell 
and Richard Benjamin co-star in 
this wry, existential comedy-drama 
penned by first-time feature film 
screenwriter Albert Torres, and 
directed by Mark Pellington.

Cast of Characters

Henry Poole
Esperanza
Leo (deceased)
Father Salizar
Patience
Dawn
Millie

Henry Poole Is Here is a compelling 
faith film that can’t help but spark 
spirited discussion. It provides an 
opportunity to “treasure hunt” the 
many ways in which we can touch 
the lives of our neighbors simply 
by living out the basics of our 
Christian faith. This film is rich 
with meaning not only through 
its plot and dialogue, but also 
through its imagery and spiritual 
references.  Its layered storyline 
and nuanced characters produce 
an abundant harvest of material 
for lively group discussion. 

Understanding the themes of the 
film – consolation, coincidence 
vs. Providence, corresponding 
with God’s grace, and handling 
troubled persons – is of prime 
importance and the reason why 
we have prepared this Discussion 
Guide. With this booklet in hand, 
you or another leader are well 
prepared to facilitate a fruitful 

group discussion about Henry 
Poole Is Here. This guide provides 
prompts for group discussion 
by isolating a theme, identifying 
characters’ responses, and selecting 
a clip to illustrate a theme. There 
are also selected scriptures for 
your group to study in-depth, and 
we’ve provided several discussion-
provoking questions based on 
different scenes. 

The film clips, which you’ve either 
received or downloaded online, 
were specifically selected to help 
you set the tone and furnish the 
context for your discussion. It is 
recommended that you announce 
your intentions of using the clips 
ahead of time. For example, 
the week before you intend to 
have a clip-oriented discussion, 
you might show the film trailer 
(included with the clips) to your 
group and let them know that 
you will incorporate it into your 
discussion the following week. 
This will allow your members to 
view the film themselves (rent or 
purchase) if they so desire. 

In an effort to help you reinforce 
the themes and messages of Henry 
Poole Is Here, we recommend 
that you first show a clip to your 
group and then follow up with 

questions and scripture found 
herein. The questions should 
draw your group members into 
a conversation about what they 
have just seen. It is not necessary 
to tackle these topics in any 
particular order, or all in one 
session. Feel free to go at your 
own pace. 

First introduce the discussion by 
saying something like, “We’re 
going to talk about several topics 
– coincidence vs. Providence, the 
power of Jesus Christ to change 
the human heart, recognizing and 
corresponding with God’s grace, 
etc. We have some scenes from
the movie Henry Poole Is Here
that we are going to watch and 
then analyze to see what we can 
learn from them.”

Next, give a brief overview of the 
film, and play the clip you have 
selected. Then open up the floor 
for discussion using the questions 
and scriptures provided. You can 
close each session by giving the 
brief “Lesson to Learn” provided 
at the end of each topic. Keep in 
mind that you do not have to get 
through all the clips in order to 
have a successful discussion! Also 
remember that discussion times go 
best when you allow freedom but 
still provide the framework that 
points to lessons in God’s word.



CONSOLATION

CLIP: Introductory scenes 
(“Meeting Henry”)

Henry Poole is clearly a depressed 
and troubled man. The signs are all 
there: listlessness, anger, isolation, 
self-destructive tendencies. His 
means of dealing with whatever has 
so deeply disturbed him include 
withdrawal from society, abuse of 
alcohol, refusal to open up to others, 
and sleep as an escape mechanism. 
His mournful longing to connect 
with the house down the street raises 
our curiosity about who this fragile 
soul is and what painful events have 
brought him to this place. 

QUESTIONS:
How do you seek consolation? Do 
you have a routine, habit or default 
activity in place to help turn yourself 
around in times of need? To whom 
or what do you turn when you need 
comfort? Is it a certain food, drink, 
child, pet, person? Do you seek out a 
particular activity, place or memory 
until a feeling of peace is restored? 

Consider for a moment that none 
of these consolations are available 
to you. Imagine your favorite food 
or drink completely off limits for 
medical reasons. Suppose that 
distance has made places unavailable, 
circumstances have removed those 
to whom you would turn, and 
something (perhaps infirmity) is 
prohibiting you from a preferred 
activity. Now what? Where do you 
turn? What are your coping skills in 
the absence of the usual consolations? 

[Note: In order to best spend the 
discussion time, individuals should 
prepare to share only an abbreviated 
narration of personal events. You 
might recommend to your discussion 
participants to focus on coping skills 
rather than the circumstances that led 
them to that point.] 

READ:
Matthew 11:28-30
Discuss what Christ means about 
offering rest for souls, about his yoke 
being easy and his burden light. 
What can we do to help those who 
labor and are heavily laden?

READ:
Psalm 23
Discuss to what extent we turn to 
the Lord instead of our preferred 
alternatives and why. How can we 
replace those other destinations
with God? 

LESSON TO LEARN:
For the sake of our souls, we strive 
to reach a point in life where God 
becomes our primary help, hope and 
source of consolation. This elevation 
to an intimate dependency on God 
is achieved through prayer, humility 
and sacrifice. Hopefully it will be an 
experience of joy and thanksgiving 
that brings us close to Him, and not 
a crisis. 

HELPING OR INTERFERING?

CLIP: The second grocery store check-
out scene wherein Patience describes 
Henry as “sad and angry.”

In Henry’s experience, “People 
don’t just go around helping.”  Yet 
Esperanza seems to live this way as a 
rule. At the same time, she crosses a 
line commonly respected in general 
society by prying into Henry’s 
private, personal concerns. She does 
some digging without his knowledge 
to discover why he’s interested in the 
house down the street. Despite her 
intrusion, Henry seems thoroughly 
engaged in his trip down memory 

lane, revealing that “This is the last 
place I can remember being happy.” 
But later he concludes, “The strange 
thing about standing here is that it’s 
doing absolutely nothing for me.” 

Henry endures more probing at the 
checkout counter, where Patience 
innocently comments on his excessive 
liquor purchases. She invades Henry’s 
privacy in her sweet adolescent 
manner, oblivious to society’s 
perceived rules about counting other 
people’s drinks. Yet she persists each 
time she sees Henry in an effort to 
draw him out. 

There is also the priest, Father Salizar, 
who adroitly observes aloud that 
Henry wants to talk despite his 
statements to the contrary. When 
Henry pushes back, the priest, 
being well versed and experienced 
in human nature and psychology, 
simply states that Henry would not 
have mentioned it if he didn’t want 
to talk about it.



QUESTIONS:
How do you decide when to “interfere” 
in someone’s life vs. when not to get 
involved? If feeling blessed with an 
insight or prompted by the Holy Spirit, 
should you take action or respect the 
person’s privacy? How do you gauge 
the severity or desperation of a person’s 
situation or state of mind? How do you 
counter rejection? 

READ:
Matthew 25:31-40
Consider the question, “Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you 
… a stranger and invite you in?”

LESSON TO LEARN:
For the sake of saving others from 
everything they need saving from, 
our Lord commands that we respond 
to the needs of others. He expects 
us to perceive and react out of love. 
Dawn brings wisdom to comfort 
Henry in a tender moment after their 
candlelight dinner. He is depressed 
again and she says, “I know you’re 
going to die, but all either of us have 
is right now.”

Since the past is gone and the future 
can only be imagined, wouldn’t we 
all benefit from determining to live 
in the present? For God’s grace is 
ultimately available only in the here 
and now. 

COINCIDENCE VS. 
PROVIDENCE

CLIP: Scene following Patience’s 
restored vision where Dawn tells 
Henry, “It’s getting harder and harder 
… to pretend this isn’t happening.”

We see the juxtaposition of Henry 
and Leo – one on the verge of death, 
having purchased the home of the 
other who recently entered death. Is 
it coincidence or part of the Divine 
Plan that Henry would buy this 
particular house? “I found him on 
the floor,” says Esperanza, “after ten 
hours.” While we may recoil and 
wish she didn’t reveal that to Henry, 
it does help us understand why she 
rushes across his empty living room 
one morning as Henry is sleeping on 
the floor.

Henry voices his unwavering disbelief 
to Dawn after Millie regains her 
ability to speak by remarking, “I 
think you should realize that it was 
a completely random event.” After 
another clear miracle of healing 
involving Patience, Henry, despite 
having extended himself enough 
to give her a hug, flatly insists, 
“Coincidence? There are no miracles. 
I don’t believe in them.” To which 
Dawn remarks somewhat wryly, “It’s 
getting harder.” “What?” asks Henry. 
“To pretend this isn’t happening.”

QUESTIONS:
Have you ever perceived the hand 
of God acting personally in your life 
out of love for you? How have you 
addressed the objections of a person 
struggling with faith who insisted on 
coincidence vs. God’s action? 

READ:
Luke 16:27-31
Jesus tells the story of the rich man in 
agony after death who begs Abraham 
to send the poor man Lazarus to 
warn his five brothers. The response 
is that they would not be persuaded 

even if someone rises from the dead. 
Discuss the seeming futility of trying 
to persuade an atheist or agnostic to 
see and understand Divine action. 
Contrast this sense of hopelessness 
with our call to bring a Christ-
centered view to all we meet.

READ:
James 2:14-26
The evidence of Christ inside us is in our 
works. “Faith without works is useless.” 

READ:
James 2:20 
Use this passage to reinforce our 
commitment to sharing the Good 
News and spreading a Christ-
centered view of life.

LESSON TO LEARN:
God works through people who are 
open to the Holy Spirit. There would 
be no saving of Henry Poole if it were 
not for the actions of his neighbors. 
All these people come into Henry’s 
life representing Christ. Love is being 
shared, miracles are occurring, but 
still there is the extreme difficulty of 
breaking through the hard exterior 



of a committed non-believer. Sin 
–original sin and indulgence in sin – 
blinds us to God’s Providential action 
in the world.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

CLIP: Water fight in Dawn and 
Millie’s backyard

In true Dickensian fashion, a 
character’s name gives the reader 
further insight into his or her nature. 
It is therefore fitting that Esperanza 
(Spanish for “hope”) serves as an 
agent of hope for Henry; that 
Patience persists in her tireless and 
compassionate approach to helping 
him; and that Dawn represents a “new 
beginning” for Henry after he’d all 
but given up on life. 

Perhaps most obscure is the meaning 
hidden in Henry Poole’s very name. 
We hear him addressed as “Mr. 
Poole” early in the film. Like a pool 
of water, Henry receives but does 
not give – not a word, not even a 
smile. Others pour out their hearts to 
him, but Henry’s pool remains still. 

Living water flows; it gives as well 
as receives. Stagnant water harbors 
dead material. Henry gives so little 
that while shutting the door after 
a meeting with Esperanza he says, 
“I’m not here.” Slowly, though, he 
graduates to “Henry Poole was here,” 
after finding those words engraved 
under the highway. He begins to give 
a little more by reluctantly permitting 
Esperanza to have the image tested. At 
last Henry gives his first smiles, due 
to Dawn and Millie’s efforts to draw 
him into a playful water fight. Now 
the water has been stirred up. Henry 
seems secure in his identity again. 

QUESTIONS: 
Have you had the experience of being 
saved by an observant person in an 
hour of need? What was said or done 
to open you up? Have you been aware 
of the fact that God uses people to serve 
as conduits of His grace? 

READ:
John 5:2-9 
An appropriate reflection is Christ’s 
healing of the man sick for 38 years 
who had no one to put him in the 

pool when the water was stirred 
up. Does this passage not clearly 
illustrate the need for someone to 
bring the sick to the “Living Water?” 

LESSON TO LEARN:
Our mirrors need to become 
windows. Faith is a journey, and 
part of that journey is coming to 
recognize our own identity and value. 
Being affirmed and loved by others, 
Henry can now look outward and 
begin caring for other people again. 

BRINGING PEOPLE 
TO FAITH

CLIP: Henry and Esperanza arguing 
about Esperanza’s motives (“Your way 
of seeing things”)

As Henry watches the parade of 
believers touching his wall, Esperanza 
asks, “What about you, Mr. Poole? 
Have you touched the wall yet?” 
“No, I haven’t,” he replies. “But you 
will!” she teases. 

QUESTION:
Was it unwise for Esperanza to goad 
Henry in this way? How aware are you 
of the often extreme sensitivity of the 
unbeliever and the precarious balance 
one must strike while urging them 
toward belief ? 

Patience chooses to quote celebrated 
atheist Noam Chomsky to support 
her belief in the miraculous nature of 
her own healing. She quotes, “When 
questions of decision, reason, or choice 
of action arise, human science is at a loss.” 
Then she follows with, “He meant that 
not everything needs an explanation.”

QUESTION:
In our quest to bring others to faith, 
are we prepared to do as Patience 
does, namely, filter through a prism of 
family with which non-believers are 
familiar and comfortable?

Henry accuses Esperanza of trying 
“to convince everyone of your 
way of seeing things.” Yet there 
he is standing alone, unable to see 
anything but a stain, determined to 
dismiss each miracle as a coincidence, 
refusing to touch the wall with his 
bare hands, his face set like flint 
against the Truth. 

QUESTION: 
To what degree does pride play a role 
in obstructing people’s ability to accept 
and submit to the Truth? 



READ:
1 Cor. 9: 19-23
Discuss Paul’s advice to “become all 
things to all, to save at least some. All 
this I do for the sake of the gospel.”

LESSON TO LEARN:
Bringing others to faith can be a 
very delicate undertaking. Proceed 
prayerfully and with caution.

REJECTING GRACE

CLIP: Henry raging against hope and 
smashing the wall

Henry Poole goes to great lengths to 
avoid actually touching the wall,
first using a hose, then a brush, and 
finally an ax. It is a sad fact that part 
of our human nature tends to reject 
grace. In fact, the extent to which 
some of us will go at some point in 
our lives to avoid the truth is quite 
remarkable. We refuse to recognize
or even acknowledge it, and 
sometimes can hardly bear to hear 

mention of it. The notion of being 
“in denial” is a widely recognized 
psychological condition. Persistent 
denial typically occurs when 
an individual refuses to face an 
uncomfortable truth. 

Clearly overwrought, Henry shouts 
repeatedly at the crowd around 
him, “Hope can’t save you!” (Note 
the double-entendre on Esperanza’s 
name.) He rails against this “cloud 
of witnesses,” persistent in his firm 
denial. In desperation he seizes an ax 
and, to the horror of the onlookers, 
chops deep into the wall, obliterating 
the image. He has gotten to the point 
where he would rather destroy his 
home, refuge, comfort and protection 
than accept and submit to faith in 
God. Gasping for air, he gazes over
at the table where he had sat with 
Dawn for the candlelight dinner. 
Perhaps unconsciously, he leans 
for rest against a portion of the 
broken wall, finally touching it, at 
which point the whole edifice he’d 
built around himself to support his 
disbelief comes crashing down on his 
head. The news that the blood was 
real serves as the last straw that breaks 
his hard exterior. His resistance, his 
agnosticism, collapses under the 
weight of the evidence for the reality 
of God. Acceptance and submission 
for Henry means being physically 
crushed by the wall and lapsing into 
unconsciousness.

QUESTIONS:
How do you behave around difficult 
people you are trying to support? 
Have you dealt with someone whose 
rejection of grace has reached the level 
of Henry’s? How did you handle it? 
How did you reflect the face of Christ 
to them in a way they could receive it?

READ:
Ephesians 4:17-32
Discuss Paul’s contrast between 
“the Gentiles…darkened in their 
understanding,” and we who must “Let 
no unwholesome word proceed from 
[our mouths], but only such a word as 
is good for edification according to the 
need of the moment so that it will give 
grace to those who hear.”

LESSONS TO LEARN:
Almost surprisingly, Esperanza 
appears at Henry’s hospital bedside 
– with a smile, no less – even 
though Henry destroyed the holy 
image. Then Henry finally expresses 
remorse: “After what I’ve done the 
miracle’s gone.” But Esperanza gently 
replies, “The miracle was there for as 
long as it needed to be.” At the end of 
the day, Henry needed to experience 
a miracle. Some of us do. The faces 
around him there at the hospital 
understood this and reflected love, 
mercy and forgiveness. 

“What is truth?” asks Pontius Pilate 
in his famous rhetorical query 
while deliberating how to deal with 
the angry mob outside his doors. 
Answering to Caesar for a riot during 
a crowded Passover seemed reason 
enough for him to avoid facing 
the Truth standing before him. 
Acceptance and submission to Jesus 
Christ is the answer for all of us in 
any age.


